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THE 

LIFE and OPINIONS 

OF 
TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent. 



CHAR I. 

1 Have .begun a new bpok, on purpofc 
that I might have room enough to 
explain the nature of the perplexities 
in which rtiy uncle ^ohy was involved, 
from the many difcourfes and interroga-' 
tions about the liege oiNamur^ where he 
received his wound. 

I muff remind the reader^ in cafe he 

has read the hiftory of King ff^illiam's 

A 2 wars. 
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i?7ars,— tut if he has not, — I then inform 
Jiin>,^ that ODc of the xnoft memorable at- 
tacks 'in that fiege, was that which was 
made by the Englijh and Butch upon the 
point of the advarii^ed counterfcarp, be- 
fore the gate of 5/. Nicolas^ which inclo- 
fed the gii^at fluice or water-flx)p, where 
the Englijh were terribly expofed to the 
fliot of the counter-guard and demi* 
baftion of 5/. Ro^h : The iOue of which 
hot difpute, in three words, was this; 
That the Dutch lodged themfelves upon 
th? counter-guard,— and that the Englifo 
tnade thorifelves matters of the covered 
way before St. Nicohs's gate^ notwith- 
ttanding the gallantry of the French offi- 
cers, who expofed themielves upon the 
glacis fword in hand s . 

, As this was the principal attack of 
Tbkh my uncle 7t9i^ was an eye-witne& 

at 
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at J\^ftr,<*-*»^tfae army of the bc&gen 
being cat ofi^ bjr the confluence of the 
Maes and SambrCy frpm^ feeing much o£ 
each other's operations, — my uncle Toby, 
was generally more doqucnt and par- 
ticular in his account of it; and the 
many perplexities he was in, arofp out of 
the almoil inturmountable difficulties he 
found in telling 'his ftory jncelligbly,,, 
and giving fuch clear ideas of the differ^ 
ences and diftinftions between the fcarp. 
and counterfcarp,— the glacis and co- 
rnered way,-~— thie half-moon and ravcr 
lin,— — as ip make his company fully 
comprehend where and what he w^ 
afcjout* 

Writers thcmfelve^ are too apt to con-* 

found thcfe terpis ; . fo that you will 

the kfs wondcj;, if in his endeavours to 

ttftplaia thcai>.ao4 in Qf^fitien to many. 

A at niif- 
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inifconceptioiis,^ that ^ my. uncle, fioly ^ 
%>h times puzzle J^U yijl(er$^^ and imu> 
times himfelf too,,, ^ .. ^ : , < ( * 

To fpeak the truth, uiilefi the copjv- 
pany my father led up ftairs were tolerably 
.clear-beaded, or my uncle Toly yaas m 
one of his bed explanatory moods, '^was 
a difficult things do what, he could, to 
Jceep the difcourfe free from obfcurity. 

What rendered the account of this 
affair the more intricate to my uncle 
Tohyj was this, — that in the attack of the 
counterfcarp before the gate of 5/. Ni- 
colasj extending itfelf from the bank of 
the Maesy quite up to the great water- 
ftop ; — the ground was cut and crofs-cut 
with fuch a multitude of dykes, drains, 
rivulets, and duices^ on all fides,-r^nd 
he would get fo fadly bewildered and fet 

faft 
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fift amohgft them> that' fi^jiiently he 
could neither get backwards or forwards 
to fave his life ; and was oft times bbli* 
ged tQ give up the attack upon that very 
account only. 

Thefe perj)lexing' rebuffs gave my 
\mcfe Toly Shandy more perturbations 
,than you would imagine ; arid as my 
father's kindnefs to him was continually 
dragging up frclh friends and frefli in- 
quirers, — he had but a very uneafy tafk 
ofk. 

No doubt my uncle Toby had great 
command of himfelf,— ^and could guard 
appearances, I believe, as well as moil; 
men J — yet any one may imagine, that 
whetv he could not retreat out of the ra- 
velin without getting into the half-moon, 
or get out of the covered way without 
' : A 4 falling 
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filling down the counter&arp^ nor cn^ 
the dyke without danger of flipping int9^ 
the ditch, but that he muft have frfettec^ 
and fumed inwardly : — ^^He did fo j-— ^and 
thefe little and hourly vexations, which 
may feem trifling and of no account ta 
the man who has not i:ead Hippocrates^ 
yet, whoever has read Hi^ocrates^ 6c 
Dr. Jarms MackenziCy and has confidered 
well the efleds which the paflions and, 
afFe<9ionspf the mind have upon the di- 
geftion, — (Why not of a wound as well 
as of a dinner?)— —may eafily conceive^ 
what; (harp paroxifms and exacerbations. 
of his wound my uncle Toiy muft: have, 
undergone upon that fcore only. 

^ — My uncle Ito^ could not philofo- 
phi^e upon it ; — 'twas enough he, felt it 
Wi|? fp>-^and having fufl:aincd the paia 
;^(i fQp:QW3 of it fgr three months toge* 

ther,, 
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ther» he '^sras jefolved htm way or othar^ 
to exuicate hiaxfelf. 

He was one morning lying upon his 
back in his bed, the anguifh and natures 
of the wound upon his groin fu£Eering 
him to lye in no other p6fition, wlien a 
thought canae into his head, that if h^ 
could purchafe fuch a thing, and have if 
palled down upon a board, as a large 
map of the fortifications of the town and 
citadel of Namur^ with its environs, it 
might be a means of giving him eafe.— 
I take notice of his delire to have the 
environs along with the town and cita*- 
del, for this reafon, — becaufe my uacle 
Toly^s wound was got in one of the tra- 
verfes, about thirty toifcs from the re- 
turning angle of the French, oppofite to 
the falient angle of the demi-baffion of 
iS/. Rocb J— fo th^ he was pretty con- 

fideni 
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fident he could fticka pin upon the iden^ 
tical fpot of ground where he was ftand- 
ing in when the ftone (truck him. 

• All this fucceeded to his wiflies, and 
not only freed him from a world of fad 
explanations, but, in the end, it proved 
the happy means, as you will read, of 
procuring my uncle 71?^ his Hobby ^ 
Horse. 



C H A P. IL 

TH ERE is nothing fofoolifli, when 
you are at the cjtpence of making 
an entertainment of this kind, as to or- 
der things fo badly, as to let your eri- 
ticks and gentry of refined tafte run it 
down : Nor is there any thing fo likely 
5 to 
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ta ipake (heo^^p it, as that of leaving 
ifaem outof,:tbc patty, ar^ what is full 
as oflfenfivie, of beftowing your attentton- 
upon the reft of your guefts in {o pani- 
fp)i3LX. a M^y.t. as if there was no fuch 
ibing. as ^^.^.c^itiqk (by occupation ) at 
jtabic* :, • . 



. I guard againft both ; for, in 
the Jfirft place, I have left half a dozen 
places purpofely open for them ; — and, 
in the next place, I pay them all court,-— 
Gentlemen, I kifs your hands, I pro- 
teft no company could give me half the 
pleafure, — by my foul I am glad to fee 

you^ 1 beg only you will make .no 

ftrangers of yourfelves, but fit down 
without any ceremony, and fall on hear- 
tily. 
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I faid I had left fix places, and F war 
upon the poiat of carpying my complai* 
fance fo far, as to have left a feventh* 
open for them, — and in this very fpot f 
ftand on;— but being told by a critick^ 
(tho* not by occupations^ — but by nature) 
that I had acquitted myfelf well enough^^ 
I fhall fill it up direftly, hoping, in the 
mean time, that I fhall be able to make: 
a great deal of more room next year. 



■ ■ How, in the name of wonder L 
could, your uncle Toiy^ who, it feems^r 
was a military caan, and whom you have 
reprefented as no fool,-*-be at the fame- 
time fuch a confufed, pudding-headed,, 
muddle-headed fellow, asr-Go look. 

So, Sir Critick, I could have replied'V 

but I fcorn it. *Tis language un- 

urbane,— ►and only befitting^ the mam 

who* 
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Who taimot gly€ clear and ' iadsfadtoiy 
accounts of ttnng^) or dive ^eep enough 
into the firft caufes of human ignorance 
and cOftfufion. It is mgreowr the re- 
ply valiant,^ — and therefore I rejeft it^ 
|br th<3f* it might have fuited my uncle 
iFoiy\i charafter as a foldicr excellently 
v^ell, — apd had he not accuftemed him- 
felf, in fuch attacks, to whiftle the Lilla-^ 
Utihfa^* — as he wanted no courage, 'tis 
the very anfv^cr he would have given ; 
yet it would by no means have done for 
me. You fee as plain as can bc^ that I 
^write as g man of eiruditiori j — that even 
«iy fimilies, my allufiorts, my illuftra* 
4:ions, my metaphors^ arc erudite, — and 
that I muft fuftain my charafter properly, 
and contrail it properly too,-r-clfe what 
would become of me? Why,. Sir, I 
ihoiild be undone;— —at this very mo- 
ment that { am going here to fill x^p one 
I I^ace 
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place agaii^ a crJtick,— Ilhcrtild liavi*^ 
made an opening for a couple. '■*- 



-Therefore I anf^.e** thus : 



Pray, Sir, in all the reading which you 
have ever read, did you ever read fuch S 
book as Lockers Eflay upon the Humaii ^ 
Underfta^ding ?-^—— Don't anfwer me ' 
raflily, — becaufe many,! know^ quoie the' 
book, who have not read it,— and many 
have read it who underftand it pot : — If 
cither of thefe is your cafe; as I write ta 
inflrud, I will tell you in three word^ 
what the book is,— It is a hiftory.'— A' ' 
hiftory ! of who ? what ? where ? when ? 
Don't hurry yourfelf— ^— -It is a hiftory- • 
book. Sir, (which may poflibly recom- . 
mend it to the wprld) of what pafles in a 
man's own mind 5 and if you will fayi fo 
much of the book, and no more^ believe 

me. 
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mt^y you will cut no contempdhle figure 
in a roetaphyfic circle. 

But this by th^ way. 

Now if you iv^ill venture to go along 
with jftic, and look down into the bottom 
of this matter, it will be found that the 
caufe of obfcbmy and confufion^ in the 
mjiid of man, is threefold. 

Dull organsi dear Siry ia the firfl: place* 
Secondly, flight and tranfient impitifions 
mad^ by ob)e6ba when the faid organs are 
not. dull, ^nd thirdly, a memory like 
unto a lieve^ not able to retsun what it has 
receiyacL*-rCaIlidown 2)«/!^ your cham* 
berrmaid) and. I: will give you my cap 
and bell along./With it, if I make not this 
matti^r fp plain that Dqlfy herfelf ftiall 
undcrftand it as well as Malbrdnck.-'-r'^ 

Whea 
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^fhxfR tMly- \m edited hi* fc{»ftfe' «- • 
Robin^ and has thfoft he* arm ih^ tl^"^^ 
bottom of her pocket han^ng by hear - 
right-fide ;—— take that 'o{)portunity t6''* 
recoiled that the organs and faculties bf ' 
fferception, can, by nothihg in this world, ^ 
be . fo aptly typified and ; explained as by -^ 
that one thing which Doilf$ hahd is ift' 
fearch of. — ^Your organs are not fo dull 
that I ftiould inform you,^*ti3 ia6 iiicH, 
Sir, of ried feal-wax, '' ^ 

When this is melted and dpcfpped upciri^^^ 
the letter, if Di>Ily fumbles too long f(*^ ^ 
her thimble, till the wax is oVer hdrdened* ^ : 
it will not receive the mark.of hefr thim* ^^ 
ble from the ufual impulfe which was 
wont to irtiprint it. Very well : If .iD«^§^' 
wax, for want of better, is bees- wax, tar ^ 
t)f attemper too foft,-^thQ*.4t Imay re*:* 
cdve*-— 1? will jic*. hold -thii.jih^feflion, . 
. ^ ^ " > ;j. hfliif 
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h0wlmtd focm Zhify thrufts agsiiiift it ; 
and h& of all) fuppofing the wax good^ 
and eke the thimbk, but applied there- 
to In carekfs hafte^ t$ her Miftrds rings 

die bell ; in any one of thcfe three 

cafes, the print, left by the thimbk, will 
be a$ unlike the prototype^ as a brag- 
jack. 

Now you muft unckrftand that no^ 
one of tfaefe was the true caufe o[ ths^ 
confuiion in my uncle Tely*s diicourfe i 
«i4 it is for that very reafon I enlafg^ 
upon them fo long, after the manner of 
great phyiiologifts,— *-to JSiew the workif 
vhat it did ff^/ ariie fiom* 

^Kat k did arife from, I kare hinted; 

above, and a fertile fburce of obfcuHty- 

it is, — and ever will be, — and that is the^ 

mfleady ufes gf wdrds which have per^ 

.y^uU. B plcxcd 
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plexed tte deareft and . tnoft exalted i^ 
derftmdings. . < x!, 

' It is ten to one (jat Arthur's) whetht*** 
you have ever read the literary hiftcmoft 
of paft ages ; — if you have, — what terw 
riblc battles, *yclept logomachies^ hawe 
they occafioned and perpetuated with fy 
much gall and ink-ftied, — that a good 
nttured man cannot read the accounts 
of them without tears in his eyes,. I 

Gentle critick ! when thou haft weighed 
an this, and confider'd within thyfelf how 
much of thy own knowledge, difcourfc, . 
and converfation has been peftered and 
difordered, at one time or other, by this* 

and this only; -What a pudder aiid 

racket in Councils about »V*a and vn^ 
r-fii<nf 4 and in the Schools of the learned 
about power and about fpiritj — about 

cflences. 
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^fibicedy aftd' about quinteflencts ;^'-«'**^ 
^bout fubftances, and about fpacc: 
"What confufion in greater Theatres 
ftom. words of little meaning, and as in- 
dotBTJninatc a fenfe; — when thou confi- 
dcrs this, thou wilt not wonder at my 
BHcle JV^j^'j perplexities, — thou wilt drop 
a^ltear of pity upon his fcarp and his coun- 
tfiifcarp ; — his glacis and his covered-* 
l»ay>' — his ravelin and his half-moon:^ 

*Twas not by ideas, by heaven 1 

bis life was put in' jeopardy by words. 



C HAP. III. 

WHEN my uncle Ti?^jK got his ma^. 
of Namur to his mind, he begad 
immediately to apply himfelf, and witli 
thfi utmoft dilig^ce, to the ftudyof it ;^ 
iffi nothing being of more hrrportance 
B 2 to 
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to Km iUn hih rtcbvitf.^iiiiAm^^^^ 
very depe/iding, as fdn have'iread,' ftj^ 
oh' the paffions and aflfWaddhs * of ? Wl 
mind, it behoved htm td take the^fiftft* 
care to tnake himfelFIb l^ar hiafttt' 6f 'R» 
fubjeft, as to bie abte to talk t!^)bA^ft 
wthotxt eftiotiom -^ri^ 

til a foirtnight*s clofe and painfiil ^ 
plication," which, by the bye, did iri^ 
uncle Tol^/s wound, upon his groin, rid 
good, — he was enabled, by the help of 
fome marginal documents at the feW of 
the elephant, together with G^*gf?iif/s 'mi- 
litary archite^rc artdpyrobaHogy, t^an^^ 
flated from the FlemiJB, to form his dJf- 
<?6nrfe with paffable perfpicuicy; and 
before he was two ftill months gohe,-^ 
fee wa$ fight eloquent upon it, and could 
m^c ndrohly the attack of the adva^- 

did 
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eei4^1»ttr£:s}rp wkh great oHcr \- 
hi^ haying) X>f zhu ^ioic, ffm much 
i^pet into tjiie arti than iKfhat his firft 
||ip^e,ltaade>ec6fl&S7,t^^ uncle SVi^ 
^^sriable to crpft the ikC^i and ^omik^ i 
tfLB^ jcUverliona. as far as Fauian^B line, 
tiie abbej^ of Saffinesy .&c and give his 
^ifitors as diftin& a hiftory of each of 
4th^n attacks, as of that (^ the gate of 
.^ Nicclas^ ^ere he had t|ie honout" to 
l^eivc his, isrpund* 

ioBmthied|dBre.Qf knctivledge, like the 
i^i| of i^icbes, mcitjifes ever with the aot 
tyiMikipn of it« Tbe^noremy uncle ST^iy 
^jsp^ over. his map» the more Jie took a 
^ing tf>>ii; (^by the fuxle pfxicels and 
ekdric^I.^lTimUation, a&Itol^.y^u^.thjrci' 
isiucb I. ween the fouls of connoiffcurs 
iti%qTfelve% iby jbangfrijSUonifnd-^^ 
4iy^n, hav^ the happinefs^^ at leng|;h, tm 
B 3 gpt 
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-get all i»-virtu*d»-^ hr-piftuT'diw be- 
butcerflied, and be^fiddled* ia 

: The more my \inck 5?i^ drwik tirf ithis 

fweet foumain of fcience^ theignaatchwas 

,the heat and impatience of }his tiurlt, 

:ib that, before thefirft year, of his^con- 

finement had well gone round, there was 

fcare a fortified town in Italy or Flanders j 

^)0f iwhich, by onei means or orher^ he had 

not procured a plan, reading, over as he 

got them, and carefully collating there- 

iHrithuthe hiffones of! their fiegea, their^de- 

monitions, their improverperifcs, and; new 

WDtks» aH wJiichhc wotild read withithat 

intoifetjapplieation ^nd ;de%bt, .that he 

wouidibrget himfelfjihis iwoundyhjs coa- 

finement, his dianen . . ' , 

■ - • -• • * . • ■' . ' ' 

. In the/econd year my uncle. T'^i?^/ pur** 

cha&d RamelU and Cat^njea^ tranAated 

1 from 
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Ac^frotfi .thaj /iftdw»;j — i likewife Stmmsy 
Mdralisj the Chevalier de VHieyi Loriniy 
Coehorny Sbeeter^ the Count de Pagan^ 

^ydsn; Mtcfiiai J^ai^anj MonT. Bloitddj with 

^//afoiK>ftasvman>7i.more books of military 

■i iiaa:hitc<5liare, . as Don Quixote was foun^l 

i-</iK>.have of chivalry, when the curate and 

v.barber.invadedWs library. 

'-■^--.•. ^ « . . 

' • Towards the beginning of the third 
^ar, which was in Augujiy ninety*nine, 
my uncle fohy found it necei&ry to ua- 

' derftand a little of projeftiles :— And ha- 
ving judged it beft to draw his know- 
ledge from the fountain -head, he began 
with JV. 7artagliay who it fcems was the 
firft man who detefted the impofition of 
a cannon-bairs doing all that mifchief 
under the notion of a right line. — This 

' JV, Tarfaglia proved to wy^unclc^oly to 
be an impoffible thingv 

B 4 — Endlefk 
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Ko fboner irstt my lifidi 9M()r fMsftttf 
%lnch road tlie trahnbn-fiUi 'did ndt |^ 
btit he was infenfibly led on, und rdbIf«A 
til his niind to enquh'ef aifd find cm 
which road thfe ball did go : Far wliich 
purpofe he was obliged to iet ofF afrefii 
^ith old Mttbus^ and ftudied him devout* 
ly. — He proceeded next to GallrJeo and 
YorriMliuSy wherein, by certain geome*^ 
trical mlcs, infallibly laid down, he found' 
llie prccife path to be a Pvrabola,^— or 
%lfe an HypERBOLA,-^and tbiat die pa* 
Sameter, or htus reBum^ of the conic fee- 
idon of the faid path, was to the quantity 
and amplitude in a direft «//t^, as the 
whole line to the fitte of double the an^ 
cf incidence, formed by the breech upon 
an horizonta} i^aile s — ^and that the femi- 

pararoetcTi 
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| > i r a a aMgri ""? - g flop ! my* dear uncle 
STcfy^ — ftop ! — go. nctt one foot further 
into this thorny and bewilder'd track, — 
||tf^acei«e*tbei|)eps! intricate are the 
Q^ECS «f this l^rinth ! intricate are the 
it^ifvbks which the purfuit of this bewitch- 
9|g pbamom. Knowledge^ will bring 
VfiWi thee. — O my uncle! fly — fly--r, 
j^ ffom it a^ from a i^pent. — Is it fix^ 
good-natured man ! thou fhouldeft fit up,.^ 
ij^itb the wpund upon thy groin» whole 
nights baking, thy blood with he&ic. 
Watchings ?*— Alas ! *twill exafperate thy. 
fymptomS) — check thy perfpirations,— r. 
ei^lforAte chy fi»rit£,— ^wafte thy animal^ 
ftrengcby — dry up ^thy radical moifture^ 
*^**brlng thee into a coftive habit, of body, , 
inipair thy he^th,-rand haften all the. 
infirmities of thy old age. — O my uncle 1 
^unck Tfi^l T 
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C H A P. IV. 

I Would not give a groat for that mzn^s 
knowledge in pen -craft, who does not 
iinderfland this, — That the beft plain . 
narrative in the world, tacked very clofe 
to the laft fpirited apoftrophe to my un- 
cle To^y, — v/ould have felt both cold and 
vapid upon the reader's palate ; — there- 
fore I forthwith put an end to the chap- 
ter, — though I was in the middle of my 
ftory, 

—Writers of my ftamp haver 

one principle in common with painters.— 
Where an exaft copying makes our 
pictures lefs firiking, we choofe the lefe 
evil ; deeming it even more pardonable 
to trefpafs againft truth, than beauty.—*' 
This is to be underftood cum grano falis \ 
6 but 
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, but be it as it will,— as the parallel is 
madfc motfi for. the fake of letting the 
apoftrophc cool, than any thing elfe,-r 
'tis not very material whether upon any 
^ , ;^ther fcofe tbe reader approves of it or 

In the latter end of the third year, my 
uncle Toiy perceiving that the para'metc;r 
and femi- parameter of the conic fcftion, 
.angered his wound, he left off the fludy 
. of projediles in a kind of a huff, and 
betook himfelf to the praftical part of 
fprtification only ; the pleafure of which, 
jike a fpring held back, returned upon 
hjm with redoubled force* 

It was in this year that my uncle be- 
gan to break in upon the daily regularity 
of a elf an Ihirt,-- — to difmifs his barber 
unQiavcn^— -and to allow his furgeon 
... fcarce 
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'ibttct time fyfkdBerm te dxK& iik t»cmAi 

concerning kimlblf ft little >a|mltk«a$', 

tmt 10 afk him opce in*ftv« wms 4iref^ 

fing hdw it mtnt oat Wlssi% fet^^all of 

« fudden, for the change mm » quick at 

lightening, he begsui to %h beavih fyit 

his recovery,*— complained to thy fatberi^ 

grew impatient with the fttfgeon ;«»»a£uit 

tine morning as he heard his foot €<mi^i 

iDg tip ftairs^ he finit i:^ his books, andt 

thrtift afi(fe his inftnimetits, ki order m, 

catpoftelate with htm upon the protrao 

tion <rf his -cune, whkh^ lie told hif% 

might forely have bceft accomplillbed at' 

Icaft by that time :-*He dwelt long upon 

the miferies he had undei^otiei^ and the 

' Ibrrows of his four years melancholy 

imprifonnrtrttiit r^adding, that had it not 

been for the kind lodks^ and fraternal^ 

c^earifl]gB Jjgf : the beft of teodicrs*— her 

h^ l^n^^&am imk ufidcr ^oCk^wi*^ 

--' tunes.«*"^ 

6 
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ttiiW0M*-My ib&et was fcy^^ -My ujrjcle 
T^*% ddgfoence brcftight. tetrs into his 
c)ts^-**^^t(wa»r uncxpeded*— My uncle 
Ji^f fey ^jis^urCy was not eloquent ;-— 
ib. had ^K gKWter efiedb. — The furgeon 
was t:biifednd^;*^not that there wanted 
ffnrimdsfiot fttdr, or greater, marks jof 
]b^fttience;j*^lEmt 'twas unexpeAed too ; 
in the four years he had attended him* 
&e had never fe^n any thing like it in. 
my uncte ?i^'s carriage ; — he had ntvct 
once dropped one fretful or difcontfentcd 
word; --he had been all patience,— *all 
fbbmifilon* 'i 

•*-We lofe itit right of complaining 
femetimcs by forbearmg it v — r* but we 
oftner treble the force : — The furgeori 
was; arftonilhed;— *-i)Ut mUch inore fo» 
when he heard my uncle Ti^ go on^ and 
pcnclnpcorily mfift upoa his healing up^ 

the 
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the woutid dirtdiy,^rr- — ~torftfidiogv£>fl 
MonCeur Ronjai^ the King'^ ScrjcanstJ 
Surgeon, to doit for hiip. , ; 

The defire of life and health is im-. 
planted in man's nature; — the love of 
liberty and enlargenaent is a fifter-paffion 
to it : Thefe my uncle Toly had in com- 
mon \vith his fpecies; — ^and either of 
them had been fufEcient to account for 
his earneift defire to get well and out of 
doors ; — |but I have told you before that, 
nothing v/rought with our family after.' 
the common ' way •, — and from the time 
and manner in which this eager defire 
ihewed itfelf. in .the prefeat citfev the pe- 
netrating reader will fufped: . there was. 
feme other caufe or crotchet for it in my ■ 
uncle .f^ic?iJ/s head : — There was fo, and' 
'tis the lubjec3: of. the next chapter to fet: 

forth what thfi^ qauf^ and ^crp^cj^etwas.. 
... J- 
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lovffiy Vfkemthfit's done^, ^twlll be tim^ 
to. return back to the parlour fire-fide> 
where we left: my uncle Toiy in the mid-* 
die of his fentence. 



C H A P. V. 

WHEN* a man gives himfelf up to^ 
the government of a ruling paf* 

fion, or, in other words, when hisi 

HoBBY-HoRSB grows hcad-ftrong,— — ♦• 
fajEsewell cool reafon and fair difcretion ! 

. My uncle Tifiy*s wound was near well, 
and a& foon as the furgeon recovered his 
ftrprizc, and cbuld get leave to fay as 
much — ifie told him, *twas juft beginning ' 
t^ incarnate ; and that if no frefh exfolia- ' 
tion happened, which there was no figns 
o^~it would be driqd up in five or 6x 

weeks. ^ 
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weeks. The found of ia itiftnf ol^af^ 
piads twelve hours bef«Kre, would ha^ 
cx)nyeyed an idea of ihorter duratbn t0r 
my uncle Tciy's mind. — The fiicceffion' 
of his id^as was now rapid, — he broiled 
with impatience to put his defign in 
execution i — and fo, without confulting 
further with any foul living,— —which, 
by the bye, I think is right, when you 
are predetermined to take no (»ie foul's 
advice, — ^^he privately ordered ?iV«i, his 
man, to pack up a bundle of lint and 
dreffings, and hire a chariot and feur to. 
be at the door exadly by twelve o'clock 
that day, when he knew my father woUld 
be upon 'Change. — So leaving a bank-^^ 
note upon the table for the furgeon'a 
care of him, and a letter of tender thanks 
for iiis bf other's,— he pack*d up fai» 
maf s, his books of fortification, his la-* : 
ftfion^tSt &r« andt by the help of g^ 

crutch^ 
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croifch M? arte fide, and Trim on the 
oth«?,'*--^— -i»y waclf TWy embarked fot 

jj!hi^ r^^dt^ ar rather the rife^ (^ this 
fucifkn^ dejiMgratiotH was as follows : 

The. tabte m my unde ?1?^ys room* 
and at which, the night before thii 
change happened) he was fitting with hii 
maps, &c. about him,— ■being fomevrhfttJ 
of .the fmalleft, for that infinity of grea« 
and fmaH inffirtwnents of knowledge 
which ufually lay croudcd upon it— he 
had the' acci^nt, in reaching over foi^ 
his tobacco -bo», to throw down hi^ com* 
paiibs, and in ftoopingto take the com* 
paflfes .wp, wrth» his* l^ten hn ijirew down 
his .cafe^ of iftftrtjments and, ftwtfew •, -^ 
and* a& the dke took a mn^ ^inft hi*, . 
in has endeavouring to cA^h ^le diufllM 

\^0L. II. G in 
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in falling,— he thruft MmCiQurBiondel 
off the wble and Count de Pagan o^t^p 
of him. I . 

- *Twas to no purpofe for a map, lame 
as my uncle Tviy was, to think of redref- 
fing all : thefe evils by himfeif, — he rung 
his bell for his msniTrim y-^Trim ! qaorh 
my uncle Toby^ pri'thee fee what cortfu- 
fion I have here beefi making. — I muft 
have fome better contrivance, Trim. — 
Can^ft not thou take my rule and mea- 
fure the length and breadth of this table, 
and then go and befpcak me one as big 
again ? — Yes, an' picafe your Honour, 
replied Trimy making a bow 5 — but I 
hope your Honour will be loon well 
enough to get down to your country-feat, 
where, — as your Honour takes fo much 
pleafure in fortification, we could ma- 
nage dus matter to a T. 

I 
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. I mult heit inform you, that this fcr-^ 

jsrant of my uncle Taiy% who went by 

the name of Trim^ had been a Corporal 

in my unclc*s own company,- his real 

name was James Butler^ — but having 
got the nick-name of Trim in the regi- 
ment, my unck Toby^ unleili when he hap- 
pened to be very angry with him, would 
never call him by any other name. 

The poor fellow had been difabled 
for the fervice, by a wound on his left- 
knee by a rnufkct-bullet, at the batrie of 
Landen^ which was two years before the 
^air of Namur \ — and as the fellow was 
well beloved in the regiment, and a 
handy fellow into the i^argain,. my uncle 
2tf^y took him for his fervant, and of ex- 
cellent ufe was, he, attending my uncle 
Toby in the camp and in his quarters as 
valet, groom, barber, cook, fempfter, 
C 2 and 
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ftnd fturfcj and indeed, from firft to.Iaft, 
waited upon him and ferved him with 
great fidelity and afFedion. 

My uncle ^cky loved the man in re:- 
turn, and what attached him more to 
him ftill, was the fimilitude of 'theii^ 
knowledge : — For Corporal Trim, (foi; 
fo, for the future, I fliall call him) by 
four years occafional attention to his 
Mailer's difcourfe upon fortified towns, 
and the advantage of prying and peeping 
contim>alIy into his Matter's plans, &c. 
cxelufive and befides what he gained 
HoB»y-HoRsic ALL y; asa body-fervant, 
NoM Hobiy-Horfical per fi j— bad be- 
come no mean proficient in the fcicnce; 
and was thought, by the cook and cham- 
ber-maid, to know as much, of the na- 
ttire of firong-holdfi aa my uncle 31^^/ 
himfeU; 

I 
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' 1 have but one more ftroke to give to 
finifh Corporal Trim\ charafter, — and it 

is the only dark line in it. The fellow 

lovid to advife,--or rather to' hear him- 
felf talk ; his carriage, however, was {o 
perfe<5Uy refpedful, 'twas eafy to keep 
him filent when you had him fo ; but fet' 
his tongue a-going ; — you had no hold 
of him ; — he was voluble •, — the eternal 
interlardings of youf Honour^ with the 
re/peftfulncfs of Corporal Trimh manner, 
interceding To llrong in behalf of his 
cfocution,— that tho' you might have 
been incommoded,— you could not well 
be angry. My uncle Toby was feldom 
cither the one or the other with him,-^ 
or, at leaft, this fauk, in Tritn^ broke no 
fquares with 'em. My uncle Toby^ as 
1 faid, loved the man ^ — and befides^ as 
he ever looked upon a faithful fervant,— 
but as a humble friend, — -he could not 
C i bear 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 36 3 

bear to ftop his mouth. — Such was Cor- 
poral Trim. 

If I durft prefume, 'continued ?VM 
to give your HonouF my advice, and 
fpeak my opinioa in this matter —Thou 
art welcome^ 2r/w, quoth my uncte 
yV^, — fpeak, — fpeak what thou thinkeft 
upon the fubjed, man, without fear; 
Why then, replied Tr/w, (not hanging 
his ears and fcratching his head like 4 
country loitt, but) ftroking his hair back 
from his forehead, and ftanding ereft as 
before his divifion— — I think, quodi 
STr/w, advancing his left, which was hit 
lame leg, a litde forwards, — and point- 
ing with his right-hand open towards a 
tnzpofDunkirki which was pinned againft 
the hangings, — I think, quoth Corporal 
?>//?;, with humble fubmiflion to your 
Honour's better judgment,^— that thefe 
2 ravelins, 

% 
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ravelins, baftions, curtins, and horn-' 
works make but a poor, contemptible, 
Bddlc faddle piece of work of it here 
^ iipon paper, compared to what your Ho* 
nour and I could make of it, were we in 
the country by ourfelvcs, and had but a 
rood, or a rood and a half of ground to 
4& what we pleafed with : As fummcr is 
coming on, continued 7W;», your Ho- 
nour might fit put of doors, and give me 
die nography— ! — (call it ichnography,. 
quoth my vinclc)— of the town or cita-^ 
del^ your honour was pleafed to fit down 
before,— ^and I will be fhot by your Ho- 
nour upon the glacis of it, if I did not 
fortify it to your Honour*s mind. — I dar^ 
fey thou would*ft, Trimy quoth my uncle; 
*N-.For if your Honcxur, continued the 
Corporal, could but mark me the poly- 
gon, with its exaft lines and angles ■ 
That I could do rery well, quoth my 
. C 4 . uncle. 
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uiiefe.r-T^I would b^;|fi;mi!b the So&B^ 
and if your Honour could tdl me the 
proper depth said breadth^^I can to 4 
hair's breadth, 7r/i», replkd my'i}nde,<^-«^ 
I. would throw out the e^rth upon tb^ 
hand towards the town for the fcarp^^^r* 
and on that hand towards the campaigja 
for the couriterfcarp. — ^Very right, 3>/w, 
quoth my uncle Toiy. — And when I had 
doped them to your mind,— ^an* picaft 
your Honour, I would face the glacis, ar 
the fineft fortifications are done in Fla»^ 
4irs^ with fods, — and as your Honour 
know$ they ftould bc,--i — and I woul4 
make the walls and parapets with fods 
too.-^The befl: engineers call them gat 
9X>n8, 3lrw, iisiid my unck 7(^^,-r^Whor 
ther they arc gazons ox fods, is not muck 
matter, replied ffV/m, your Honour kx)9«8 
they are ten time3 beyond a facing either 
of brick or ftone,-— I know they are, 

STr/w, 
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^Jm, in ,{om» refpeds,-«-quoth ^y tMcle 
^^j nodding his head *,— for a cannoiV- 
ball enters inu> the gazon right onwards, 
wnhout bringing any niUbilh down with 
k, which might fill the fofse, (as was the 
t^ at St. Ni€oW% Gate) and facilitate 
che |>afl^ <yftx it. 

Your Honour underftand* thefe mat'- 
.ti^> replied Corpor^ STr/fw, better thah 
^y officer in his Majefly*s kr^ct -.^--U, 
but would your Honour pleafe to let th6 
befpeaking of the table alone, and let uji 
bw go into the country, I would work 
linder your Hobouf's direiSlions like a 
borfe, and make ibrti&cations for you 
iamwhiDg Kke a «»nfy, with all thcar 
^Imfteries, Taps* pitches i a^d palifadoesi 
tbaic it; (houjd be wor^h all the worWs 
nding twenty miles ti» go and ibe it. 

My 
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My unck ^oby blulhed as red as fcai^ ' 
let as TV/bj went on ;-^but it was not^-a* 
blulh of guilt, — of modcfty»~of of aw*^ 
ger ;— it was a blulh of joy •, — ^hc was 
fired with Cofporal 3>/Vs projeft and 
dcfcription. — Trim ! faid my uncle-Ttf^, 
thou haft faid enough. — ^We might be- 
gin the campaign, continued Tr/'nj^ oa 
the very day that his Majefty and thfc 
Allies take the field, and demolifti them^ 
town Jby town as faft as— — 2>;>», quoth 
my uncle T(?^, fay no more.^— Your Ho- 
nour, continued 7r/w, might fit in your 
arm - chair ( pointing to it.) this fine 
weather, giving me your orders, and I 

would Say no more, 2riV», quoth my 

uncle 71?^.— — Befides, your Honour 
would get not only pleafure and good 
paftime, — but good air, and good exer- 
cife, and good health, — ^and your Ho* 
nour's wound would be well in a month. 

Thou 
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Thcttt iiaft ftid enough, ^rim^ — quoth 
my uncle To^ (putting his hand into his 
breCGhes-pocket)— — I like thy projcft 
mightily 5 — ^And if your Honour pleafcs; 
V\U this moment, go and buy a pioneerVi 
fpade to take dow|i with us, and Til be^ 
fpeak a ihovel and a pick- ax, and a couple 
o f' Say no more, ?Vi/», quoth my 

uncle 3V^^, leaping up upon one leg, 
quite overcome with rapture,— — and 
tbmfting a guinea into Trim^s handi— — 
ffrfjw, faid my wnclc Toby^ fay no more ;— =• 
but go down, fTr/iw, this moment, my 
hdy and brk)g up my fupper this in* 
itant. 

^fim ran down and brought up his 
Mafter's fi^pcr, — to no purpofe:-—* 
SWivi's plan of operation ran fb in my 
uncle Jobfs head, he could not taftc 
it.— 2r/^, quoth my uncle Toly^ gpt m« 

to 
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lb-bed.— ^*Twas all one.-— Corporal Trim\ 
defcriptiort had fired his irpaginatiori,-^ 
my uncle ^oiy could not fiiut his eyes.— • 
The more he confidcr*d it, the more be- 
witching the fcene appeared to *him ;— ^ 
fo that, two full hourK* before day-light,' 
he had come to a final determinaticMi, and 
had concerted the whole plan of his and" 
Corporal Trim-s <tecampment. 

My uncle Toiy had a little neat coun* 
try-houfe of his own, in the village where 
my father^s eftate lay at Siandy, which 
had been left him by an old uncle, 
with a fmall eftate of about one hundred 
pounds a year. Behind this houfe, and 
contiguous to it, was a kitchen^gacjen 
of about half an acre ;— and at the bot- 
tom of the garden, and cut off from it 
by a tall yew hedge, was a bowling- 
green, containing juft about as much 

ground 
6 
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ground as Qprfioral Trim wilhed for ;— • 
fo that as Trim uttered the words, *< A 
*' rood and a h;jjf of ground to do what 
** they would with/*— —this identical 
bowKng-grecn inftantly prefented itfidf,, 
anjl became curioufly painted, all at once, 
upon the retina of my uncle Tobf^ fancy; 



——-which, was the phyfical caufe of 
making him change colour, or at leaft 
of heightening his blufh to that immo- 
derate degree I fpoke of. 

Never did lover poft down to a belovedf 
miftnefs with more heat and expedtation, 
thism tny xxndt Tvby did, to enjoy thia 
felf-fame thing in private-,— I fay rn pri- 
vate ; — -for it was Ihekered from the 
houfe, as I told you, by a tatt yew hedge; 
and was covered on the other three fides, 
from mortal fight, by rough holly and 
thkkfet flowering Ihrubs^ — fo that the 

idea 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 44 ] 

idea of not being feen, did not a little 
contribute to th? idea of pleafure pre- 
conceived in my uncle Toby^s mind. 

Vain thought ! however thick it was 

planted about, or private foever it 

might feem, — to think,^ dear uncle Tol^^ 
of enjoying a thing which took up a 
whole rood and a half of ground, — and 
qot have it known ! . 

How my uncle Toby and Corporal Trim 
managed this matter, — with the hiftory 
of their campaigns, which were no way 
barren of events,—— may make no unr- 
iriterefting under-plot in the epitafis and 
working up of this drama. — At prefent 
the fcene muft drop, — and change for 
the parlour fire-fide. , 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. VI. 

' ■ ^ What can they be doing, 

brother ? feid xny^ father. — I think, rc- 
fAitd my uncle Tcfy\ — taking, as I told 
you, his pipe from his mouth, and ftrik- 
jng the afhes out of it as he began his 
fentence J — I think, replied he, — it would 
not be amifs, brother, if we rung the . 
bell. 

Pray, what's all that racket over our 
heads, Obadiah ? — quoth my father ;— 
my brother and I can fcarce hear our- 
felves fpeak. 

Sir, anfwered Obadiah^ making a bow 

\ towards his left-fhoulder, — my Miftrefs 

is taken very badly ; — and where*s Su- 

fannab running down the -garden there, 

as 
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as if they were going to raviih her ? 
Sir, (he is running the ihorteft cut into 
the town, replied Obadiab^ to fetch the 

old midwife. Then faddle a horfe, 

quoth my father, and do you go direct- 
ly for Dr. Slop^ th6 iftan-midwife, with 
^J1 our fer vices,— and let him know your 
Miftrefs is fallen into labour^ — and that 
I defire he will return with you wkh all 
Ipeed. 

It is very ftrange, fays my father, ad- 
di'efimg. himfelf to my uncle 7<«fy, as 
Obadiab fhut the door,— — as th^re is ix^ 
expert an operator as Dr. Skp lb near— 
that my wife fhould perfiftto the! very 
laft in this obftinate humour of hers, in 
(rufting the life of my child, wbdr has had 
©ne misfortune already, to the ignorance 

of an old womaa;- and not 6nly the 

life of my childi hrocher^~4«« her owa 

life. 
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ii^,- tM^wtt^- \Hht lives ctf ' air*e chit 
iit^ti I migft't, peradventurey haVe b«gc« 
mt of her hcredfter. 

•MayHap, bibther, replied' my uncid 
Ti?*)', nry fifter does it to fave the ex-i 
pence :— A puddhig^s end, — replied my. 

father, the dodor muft be paid thd 

farhe for inaftion as a£Hon, — if not bet- 
ter, — tx> keep him in temper. 



— — Then it can be out of no- 
thing in the whole world) quoth my 
Uncle Toiy^ in the fimplicity of his heart, 
»— -but Modesty • — My fitter^ I dare 
fayr kidded he> does not care to lee a 
man come fo near her ^d « « «, I will 
not fay whether my uncle T'o^ had com- 
pleted the fentence or not y^ — «— *tis for 

his advantage to fuppofe he had, r 

es, I think, he could have added np 

Vol. II. D Oni 
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One Word which wotild have im- 
proved it. 

If, on the contrary, my uncle Toby had 
not fully arrived at his period's end,— 
then the world ftands indebted to the 
fudden fnapping of my father's tobacco- 
pipe, for one of the neateft examples of 
that ornamental figure in oratory, which 
Rhetoricians ftile the Apqfiopejis, — Juft 
heaven ! how does the Poco piu and the 
Poco meno of the Italian artifts ; — the in- 
fenfible more or less, determine the 
precife line of beauty in the fentence, as 
well as in the ftatue ! How do the flight 
touches of the chifel, the pencil, the pen, 
the fiddle-ftick, et catera^ — give the true 
/well, which gives the true pleafure ! — O 
my countrymen ! — be nice ; — be cau- 
tious of your language ; and never, 

Ol never let it be forgotten upon what 

fmall 
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fmall particles your eloquence and your 
fame depend. 

" My fitter, mayhap/* quoth xny 

unch Toiy^ *' does not choofe to let a 
** man come fo near her * * * *'* Make, 
this dafli,— 'tis an Apofiopefis. — Take, 
the dalh away, and write Backjidej 
'tis Bawdy. — Scratch Backfide out, and 
put Covered-way in, — 'tis a Metaphor ; — 
and, I dare fay, as fortification ran fa 
much in niy uncle Toby's head, that if he 
had been left to have added one word to 
the fentence,— -that word was it. 

But whether that was the cafe or not 
the cafe; — or whether the fnapping of 
my father's tobacco-pipe fa critically,, 
happened thro' accident or anger,r— wilL 
be feen in due time.. 

D 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

THO* my fkth^f i^as a good natural 
philofopiki^j-i-^ ydt He was fome-^ 
thing of a moral phi}ofo{3hier tdd ; fof 
'which reafon, whcft his tobacto - pipe 
fhapp'd (hort in the middle^- he had- 
nothing to do, — as fuch,— but to havfc 
taken hold of the two pieces, and thrown 
them gently up6n the back of the fire. — 
He did no fuch thing ; — he threw them 
with all the violence in the world ; — and> 
to ^ive t^e aftion ftill more eniphafis, — 
he ^art^d up upoa both his legs to 
do it. 

This looked Ibmeriiing like heat ; 

and the manner of his reply to what 
my uncle Toiy was faying, proved it 
was fo. 

i ^•^ Not 
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— ■" Not choofe,*' qtioth my father, 
repeating my uncle Toly*s words) ** to let 
** a man come fo near her.*' By hea- 
ven, brother Toiy ! ' you would try the 
patience of a Jolf-, — and I'think I have 
the plagues of one already, without it. 

-, Why .^— Where ?— Wherein ?-y — 

jVherefore ? — Upon what account, re-: 
plied my uncle Toiy^ in the u^impft afto- 

nifbment. To think, faid my father, 

of a man living to your age, brother, 
and knowing fo little about , womep ! -rr 
I know nothing at all about them, — re- 
plied my ijncle Toly -, and I think, con- 
tinued he, that the fhpck I received the 
year after the demolition pf Drnkirk^ in 
my affair with widow Headman ;-r-which 
fliock you know I fhould not have .re- 
ceived, but from my total ignorance of 
the .l^x, — has given njiejufl: caufe to iay. 
That I neither know, opr do preteiid to 
' D 3 know. 
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know, 'any thing about *em, or their 

concerns either. -Methinks, brother, 

replied my father, you might, at leaft, 
know fo much as the right end of a 
woman from the wrong. 

It is faid in Arijtotk^ Majler-Piecej 
•' That when a man doth think of any 
*' thing which is paft,— he looketh down 
*' upon the ground ; — but that when he 
'' thinkethof fomethingwhich is to come, 
*' he lookcth up towards the heavens/* 

My uncle Tohy^ I fuppofe, thought of 
neither, — for he I<Jok*d horizontally.— 
Right end, quoth my uncle 21?^, mut- 
tering the two words low to himfclf, and 
fixing his two eyes infenfibly as he mut- 
tered them, upon a fmall^crevice, formed 
hy a bad joint in the chimney-piece- 
Right end of a woman ! — — I declare, 

quoth 
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quoth my uncfe, I know no more which 
it is, than the man in the moon ; — and if 
I was to think, continued my uncle Toiy^ 
(keeping his eye ftill fixed upon the bad 
joint) this month together, I am fure I 
ihould not be able to find it out. 

Then brother Tcly^ replied my father, 
I will tell you. 

Every thing in this world, continued 
my father (filling a frefli pipe) — every 
thing in this earthly world, my dear bro- 
ther Toiy^ hzs two handles.— Not always, 
quoth my uncle Tcl^y. — At leaft, replied 
my father, every one has two hands,-^ 
which comes to the fame thing. — ^Now, 
if a man was to fit down coolly, and con- 
fider within himfclf the make, the fhape, 
the conftrudlion, com-at-ability, and con- 
Tenienceof all the parts which conftitut« 
D 4 the 
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the whole of that animal, called Woman, 
and compare the«i analogically — I never 
underftood rightly the meaning of that 

w6rd, ^ quoth my uncle Toby. . > ' 

An ALOOY, replied my father, is the cer- 
, tain relation and agreement, which dif- 
ferent — Here a devil of a rap at the door 
fnapped my father's definition (like his 
tobacco-pipe) in two,— and, at the fame 
tinle, crufhed the head of as notabk and 
curioiis a diflertation as ever was engen- 
dered in the womb of {peculation •, — it 
waS'fome months before my father coul4 
get an opportunity to be fafely delivered 
of it : — And, at this hour, it is a thing 
full as problematical as the fubjedt of the 
difTertation itfelf, — (confidering the con- 
fufion and diftrefles of our domeftic mif^ 
adventures, which are now coming thick 
em i^on the back of another) -whether - 

I 
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1 (hall be able to find a place for j£ ij^ 
.the third Yolu me or aot.. 



C H A P. VIIL 

T T is about an hour and a half's tole- 
tJL rabJe good reading fince my lincle 
yV^ rung the bell, when Obadiab was 
ordered to faddle a horfe, and go for 
Dr. Slap the man-midwife ;: — fo that np 
one can fay» with reafon, that I have not 
allowed Obadiaif time enough, poetically 
fpeaking, and csnfidering the emergency 

too, both to go and come i — : r-tho', 

morally and truly fpeaking, the man, 
perhaps, has fcarce had time to get on 
)iis boots. 

If the hypercritic will go ypon this j 
and is jefQlved after all to take a pen- 
dulum;. 
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i&ulum, and meafure the true diftarice 
betwixt the ringing of the bell, and the. 
rap at the door ; — and, after finding it 
to be no more than two minutes, thirteen 

feconds, and three fifths, Ihould take 

upon him to infult over me for fuch a 
breach in the unity, or rather probability, 
of time ; — I would remind him, that the 
idea of duration and of its fimple modes, 
iis got merely from the train and fuccef- 
fion of our ideas, — and is the true fcho- 
laftic pendulum,— — and by which, as a 
fcholar, I will be tried in this matter, — 
abjuring and detefting the jurifdidlion of 
all other pendulums whatever. 

I would, therefore, defire him to con- 
fider that it is but poor eight miles from 
Shandy-Hall to Dr. Slop^ the man mid- 
wife's houfe 5 — and that whilft Obadiab 
lias been going thofefaid miles and backv 

I 
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I have brought my uncle Toly from Na* 
inuTj quite acrofs all Flanders, into Eng- 
land: — ^That I have had him ill upon my 
hands near four years ; — and have fince 
travelled him and Corporal Trim, in a 
chariot and four, a journey of near two 
hundred miles down into Torkjhire \ — all 
which put together, muft have prepared 
the reader's imagination for the entrance 
of Dn Slop upon the ftage, — as much, at 
lead (I hope) as a dance, a fong, or a 
concerto between the adls. 

If my hypercritic is intradlable, al- 
ledging, that two minutes and thirteen 
feconds are no more . than two minutes 
and thirteen feconds, — when I have faid 

all I can about tbem ; : and that^this 

plea; tho' it might fave me dramatically, 
will damn me biographically, rendering 
my book, from this very moment, a pro- 

fefled 
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it^d Romance, which, before, was 3 

book apoccyphal : If I am thus prcf- 

fed — I then put an end to the whole 
objedion and controverfy about it all at 
once, — by acquainting him, that Obadiab 
^ad not got above threefcore yards from 
the ftable-yard before he met with Dr. 
Slop •, — and indeed he gave a dirty proof 
that h^ bad met with bira, and was 
within, an ace of giving a tragical one 
too. 

Imagine to yourfelf ; — but this had 
better begin a new chapter. 

r H A p. IX. 

IMagine to yourfelf a little, fquat, un- 
courtly figure of a Dodor Slop^ of 
a^out four feet jxid a hajf perpendicular 

height. 
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Keigtit, with a breadth o£ back, and a 
fefqui|3edality of bdlly, which might have 
done honour to a fferjeant in the horfe- 
guards. 

/ 
Such were. the out-lines of Dr. Slop's 
figure, which, — if you have read 'Ho- 
garth* i analy fis of beauty, and if you have 
not, I wifli you would j — you muft know, 
may as certainly be caracatured, and con- 
veyed to the mind by three ftrokes as 
three hundred. 

Imagine fuch a one, — for fuch, I fay, 
were the out-lines of Dr. Slop\ figure, 
coming flowly along, foot by foot, wad- 
dling thro' the dirt upon the vertebrae 
of a little diminutive pony, of a pretty 

eolour ; — but of ftrength, — alack ! ^ 

fcafce able to have made an amble of it, 
under fuch a fardel, had the roads been 

in 
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in an ambling condition. — - They were! 
not.r—— Imagine to yourfelf^ Obadiab 
mounted upon a ftrong monfter of a 
coach-horfe, pricked into a full gallop> 
and making all prafticable fpeed the ad- 
verfe way. 

Pray, Sir, let me intereft you a mo*- 
ment in this defcription. * 

Had Dr. Slop beheld Obadiab a mile 
off, polling in a narrow lane direflly to- 
wards him, at that monftrous rate, — 

fplafhing and plunging like a devil thro* 
thick and thin, as he approached, would 
not fuch a phaenomenon, with fueh a vor- 
tex of mud and water moving along with 
it, round its axis, — r have been a fubjedt 
of jufter apprehenfion to Dr. Slop in his 
fituation, than the worji of IVhiJlon^s co- 
mets ? — To fay nothing of the Nucleus i. 

that 
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that is, of Obadiah and the coacK-horic. 

^ In my idea, the vortex alone of 

*eih was enough to have involved • and 
carried, if not the dodbor, at Icaft the 
do£lor*s pony qpite away with it. What 
then do yoii think mull the terror and 
hydrophobia of Dr. Slop have been, whea 
you read, (which you are jufl: going ta 
do) that he was advancing thus warily 
along towards Shan^-HaH^ and had ap- 
proached .to within fixty yards of it, and 
within five yards of a fudden turn, made 
by an acute angle of the garden wall,, 
—and in the dirtieft part of a dirty lane> 
— . — when Obadiah zxid his coach -horfe 
turned the corner, rapid, furious, — pop,. 
— full upon him ! — Nothing, I think, 
in nature, can be fuppofed more terrible^ 
than fuch a Rencounter,— fo imprompt 1 
fo ill prepared to ftand the fhock of it as 
Dr. Slop was ! 

5 What 
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"What could Dr. 5&^do ?— t!e erolTect 
liimfelf + — Pugh ! — but the do6t'or^ 
Sir, was a Papiff. — No matter *, he had 
better have kept hold of the pummeL 
He had fo; — nay, as it happened, he had 
better have done nothing at all ; — for in 
eroding hinifelf he let go his whip, — — 
and in attempting to fave his whip be- 
twixt his knee and his fkddle^s fkirt, as' 
it flipped, hfc loft his ftirrup, — in Iqfing 
which he loft his feat; — and in the 
multitude of all thefe lofles (which, by 
the bye, fhews what little advantage 
there is in crofling) the unfortunate doc- 
tor loft his prefence of mind* So that, 
without waiting for Obadiah^s onfet, hd 
left his pony to its deftiny, tumbling off 
it diagonally, fomething in the ftile and 
manner of a pack of wool, and without 
any other confequence fmm the fall, fave 
that of being left (as it would have been) 

with 
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v/ith the broadefl part of him funk about 
twelve inches deep in the mire. 

Obadiah pidrd off his cap twice to Dr. 
Sl&p ;— — once as he was falling, — and 
then again when he faw him feated. — Ill- 
timed complaifance ! had not the fel- 
low better have flopped his horfe, and got 
off and helped him ? — — Sir, he did all 
that his fituation would allow 5 — but the 
Momentum of the coach-horfe was fa 
great, that Okadiah could not do it all at 
once ; he rode in a circle three times 
round Dr. Sl&p^ before he could fully ac- 
complifh it any how ; — and at the laft,. 
when he did ftop his beaft, 'twas done 
with fuch an explafion of mud, thaiO^^- 
diab had better have been a league off. 
In Ihort, never was a Dr. Slop fo beluied, 
and fo tranfubftantiated, fince that dFait 
came into fafhion. 

Vol. II- E CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

WHEN Dr. Slop entered the bacfc- 
parlour, where my father and my 
uncle Toby were difcourfing upon the na- 
ture of women, it was hard to deter- 
mine whether Dr. Sloph figure, or Dr. 
Slop^^ prefence, occafipned more furprize 
to them ; for as the accident happened fo 
near the houfe, as not to make it worth 
while for Obadiah to remount him, — 
Obadiab had led him in as he was, un- 
wiped^ unappointedy unanealedy with all his 

ftains and blotches on him. He 

ftood like Hamlet^ s ghoft, m.Qtionlefs and 
fpeechlels, for a full minute .and a half, 
at the parlour door {Obadiah ftill hold- ; 
ing his hand) with all the majefty of mud. 
His hinder parts, upon which he had rer 
ceived his fall, totally befmeared, -^ and 

in 
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in every other part of him, blotched over 
in fuch a manner with Oiadiab's explo- 
fion, that you would have fworn (with- 
out mental refervation) that every grain 
of it had taken effcdt. 

Here was a fair opportunity for my 
uncle T^iy to have triumphed over my 
father in his turn ; — for no mortal, who 
had beheld Dr. Slop in that pickle, could 
have diflented from fo much, at leaft, of 
my uncle Toby's opinion, " That may- 
*' hap his' fitter might not care to let 
** fuch a Dr. Slop come fo near her 
*«****" But it was the Jrgu- 
mentum ad hominem-y and if my uncle 
Toby was not very expert at it, you may 
think, he might not care to ufe it> 
No ; the rcafon was, — 'twas not his na- 
ture to infult. 

E 2 Dr. 
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* Dr. Slopes prefence, at that time, was 
iTo lefs problematical than thef mode of 
it ; tho', it is Certain, one moment*s re- 
fl^iori in my father might have folvcd^ 
it -, for he had apprized Dr. Slop but the- 
week before, that my mother was at her 
fc\\ reckoning ; and as the doftor had 
heard nothing fince, 'twas natural and 
ftrf political too in' him, to have taken 
i ride to Shandy-Hall^ as he did, merely 
to' fee how matters went on. 

But my fat1ier*s mind took Unfortu- 
liatfely a wrong turrt in the inveftigation ; 
funning, like tHe hypercritic's, altogether 
upon the ringing of the bell and the 
rap upon' the door, — meafuring tjieir di- 
ffance, — and keeping his mind fo intent 
up6rt the operation, as to have power to 
think of nothing elfe, — common-place 
infirmity of the greateft mathematicians i 

work- 
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working with might and main at the de« 
monftratibn, and fo wafting all their 
ftrength upon it, that they have none 
left in them. to. draw the corollary, .to dip 
jgood with. 

The ringing of the bell and the rap. 
upon the door, ftruck likewife ftroi)g 
upon the jfenforium of my uncle T^oby^ — 
but it excited a very, different train of 
thoughts ; — die two irreconcileable pul- 
fations inftantly brought ^tevims^ the- 
great engineer, along \yith them, into 
my uncle ^ohy\ mind : —What bufijiefs 
Stevinus had in this affair, — is the greateft 
problem of all ; — it fhall be folved,— r- 
but not in the next chapter.' 



E3 CHAP. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 68 1 



C H A P. XL 

WRiting, when properly managed, 
(as you may be fure I think mine 
,is) is but a different name for converfa- 
tion : As no one, who knows what he is 
about in good company, would venture 
to talk all ; — fo no author, who under- 
ftands the jufl: boundaries of decorum 
and good breeding, would prefume to 
think all : The trueft refpeft which you 
can pay to the readqr*s underftanding, is 
to halve this matter amicably, and leAvc 
bim fomething to imagine, in his turn> 
as well as yourfelf. 

For my own part, I am eternally, pay- 
ing him compliments of this kind, and 
do all that lies in my power to keep his 
imagination as bufy as my own. 

•Tis 
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'Tis his turn now ; — I have given an 
ample defcription of Dr. Slopes fad over- 
throw, and of his fad appearance in the 
back parlour;— — his imagination nnuft 
now go on with it for a while. 

Let the reader imagine then,, that Dr. 

Slop has told his tale ; and in what 

words, and with what aggravations his 
fancy choofes : — Let him fuppofe, that 
Obadiah has told his tale alfo, and with 
fuch rueful looks of affefted concern, 
as he thinks will beft contrail the two 
figures as they ftarxd by each other — 
Let him imagine, that* my father has 
ftepped up flairs to fee my mother :— r 
And, to conclude this work of imagina- 
tion, — let. him imagine; thedoftor wafhed, 
. — — rubbed down,-^ — r-<:pndoled with,-^ 
felicitated, — got into a pair of Obadiah'% 
pumps, ftepping forwards towards the 
E 4. door. 
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door, ttpon the veiy point of entring 
•upon aftion. 

Truce !— -truce, goodDr. Slop f — &^y 

thy cbftefric hand ;— return it fafe into 

thy bofom to keep it warm ; — little doft 

thou know what obftaclcs — little doft 

thou tfeink -what -bidden caufcs retard its 

operation ! — Haft thou. Dr. Sl^p, — ha|t 

thou been intrufted with the feeret ar- 

i tides of this folemn treaty which has 

^brought thee intothis place ?• — Art thou 

aware tfiat, at this inftant, a daughter of 

Lucina is put obftetrically over thy head ? 

Alas ! 'tis too true.— -Befides, great fon 

Df Piltmnus t what canft thou do ? 

Thou haft come forth unarmed ; — thou 

haft left thy tire the^ — thy new-invented 

^fircepSj — thy crotchety — thy fquiri^ and 

all thy inftruments of falvation and deli- 

Tcrance behind thee.,— —By h^i^cn! 

a at 
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^ this moment they arehangir^g up in a 
green baysb^g, betwixtthy two piftols, 
at thy bed's.head I— ^Ring j — call ;— ^fend 
OiadiaJb ,back upon the coach-horfe to 
bring th^m with all fpeed. 

— ^Make great hade, Obadiah^ quoth 
•my father, and I'll give thee a crown ;— 
and, qUQth my uncle ^oiy^ I'll give hin> 
another. ^ 

CHAR XXL 

YOUR fudden and unexpefted ar- 
rival, quoth my uncle Toby^ ad- 
drefling. himfelf to Dr. Slop (all three of 
them fitting down to the fire together, 
as my, uncle Toby began to fpeak) — in- 
ftantly brought the great Stevinus into 
my bead, who, you muft know, is a fa- 
vourite 
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vourite author with me. — — -— Then, 
added my father, making ufe of the ar- 
gument Ad Crumenam^ 1 will lay 

twenty guineas to a fingle crown piece, 
(which will ferve to give away to Qba^ 
diab when he gets back) that this fame 
Stevinus was fome engineer or other, — 
or has wrote fomething or other, either 
diredly or indiredlly, upon the fcience of 
fortification. 

He has fo, — replied my uncle Toby. — 
I knew it, faid my father-, — tho% for 
the foul of me, I cannot fee what kind 
of connexion there can be betwixt Dr. 
5/^^'s fudden coming, and a difcourfe 
upon fortification ; — yet I fear*d it. — 
Talk of what we will, brother, — or let 
the occafiqn be never fo foreign or unfit 
for the fubjeft, — you are fure to bring 
it in : I would not, brother ^oby^ con- 
tinued 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



[73] 
tinued my father, — I declare I would 
not have my head fo full of curtins and 

horn-works. That, I dare fay, you 

would not, quoth Dr. Slap^ interrupting 
him, and laughing moft immoderately at 
his pun. 

Dennis the critic could not deteft and 
abhor a pun, or the infinuation of a pun, 

more cordially than my father ; he 

would grow tefty upon it at any time ; — 
but to be broke in upon by one, in a 
ferious difcourfe, was as bad, he would 
fay, as a fillip upon the nofe ; — he faw 
no difference. 

Sir, quoth my uncle Toby^ addrefling 

himfelf to Dr. Slop^- the curtins my 

brother Shandy mentions here, have no- 
thing to do with bed-fteads ; — tho*, I 
know, Du Cange fays, " That bed-cur- 

*' tains, 
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** tains, in all probability, ^havc taken 
" their narne from, them ;" — nor have 
the. horn- works, he (peaks of, any thing in 
the world to do with the horn- works of 
cuckoldom : — -But the curiiriy 5ir, is the 
word weufe in fortification, for that part 
of the wall or rampart which lies between 
the t-vv^o baftions and joins them- — ie* 
fiegers feldom offer to carry on their at- 
tacks direftly againft the curtin, for this 
reafon, becaufe they are fo well flanked. 
('Tis the cafe of other curtin?, qjuoth Dr. 
Slop^ laughing). However, continued my 
uncle Toby^ to make them fure, we ge- 
nerally choofe to place ravelins before 
them, taking care only to extend them 
beyond the fofse* or ditch : : — The cpm- 
mon men, who know very little o£ for- 
tification, confound the ravelin and the 
hajf-moon together, — tho' they are very 
different things j— not in their figure or 

con- 
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tonftruflioh, for we make them cxadlly 
alike in all points ; — for they always con- 
fift of two faces, making a falient angle, 
with the gorges, not ftraight, but in 
form of a crefcent. — Where then lies the 
difference? (quoth my father, a little 
tcftily.) — In their fituations, anfwered my 
uncle "Toly : — For when a ravelin, bro- 
ther, ftands before the curtin, it is a ra-' 
velin i and when a ravelin ftands before 
a baftion, then the ravelin is not a rave- 
lin ; — it is. a half- moon ; — a half-moon 
likewife is a half-moon^ and no more, fo 
long as it ftands before its baftion ; — but 
was it to change place, and get before the 
curtin, — 'twould be no longer a. half- 
moon •, a half- moon, Jn that cafe, is not 
a half-moon •, — *tis no more than a rave- 
lin.— I think, quoth my father, that the 
noble fcience of defence has fts weak 
fides^ —as well as others. 

—As 
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— As for the horn-works (high f ho ! 
ligh'd my father) which, continued my 
uncle Toby^ my brother was (peaking of, 
they are a very confiderable part of an 
outwork 5 — they are called by the French 
engineers, Ouvrage a corne^ and we gene- 
rally i-qake them to cover fuch places as 
we fufpeft to be weaker than the reft;— 
'tis formed by two epaulments or demi- 
baftions, — they are very pretty, and if 
you will take a walk. Til engage to Ihew 
you one well worth your trouble. ■ I 
own, continued my uncle ^oby^ when we 
crown them, ^— they are much ftronger, 
but then they are very expenfive, and 
take up a great deal of ground ; fo that, 
in my opinion, they are moft of ufe to 
cover or defend the head of a camp ; 
otherwife the double tenaille ^ By 

the mother who bore us ! brother 
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T^iy^ quoth my father, not able to hold 
out any longer, — you would provoke a 
faint J — here have you got us, I know not 
how, not only foufe into the middle of the 
old fubjeft again : — But fo full is your 
head of thefe confounded works, that 
tbo' my wife is this moment in the pains 
of labour, — and you hear her cry out, 
yet nothing will ferve you but to carry 

off the man- midwife. Accoucheur^ — 

if you pleafe, quoth Dr. Slgp. — With all 
my heart, replied my father, I don*t care 
what they call you, — — but I wifli the 
whote fcience of fortification, with all its 
inventors, at the devil 5 — ^^it has been the 
death of thoufands, — — and it will be 
mine in the end. — I would not, I would 
not, brother Toby^ have my brains fo full 
of faps, mines, blinds, gabions, palifadoes, 
ravelins, half - moons, and fuch trum- 
pery. 
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pcry, to be proprietor of Namur^ and of 
all the towns in Flanders mth it. 

My uncle Toiy was a man patient of 
injuries ; — not from want of courage, — I 
have told you in the fifth chapter of this 
ftcond book, " That he was a man of 
** courage :'* — And wiil add here, that 
where juft occafions prefentedj or called 
it forth, — I know no man under whole 
arm I would fooner have taken Ihelter ; 
nor did this arife from any infenfibility 
or obtufenefs of his intelleftual parts ; — 
for he felt this infult of my father's asr 
feelingly as a man' could do ; — fcmt he 
was of a peaceful, placid nature, — no 
jarring element in it, — all was mixed up 
fo kindly within him ; my uncle ?i^ 
had fcarce a heant to retaliate upon 
a fly. 

—Go 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



-«t<jO— ^lays he, one day at dinner, , to 
an over-grown one which had buzzed 
^bout his nofe, and tormented him cruel- 
ly all dinner-time, — rand which, after in- 
finite attempts,, he had caught at lad, as 
it flew by him; — I'll not hurt thee, fays 
my uncle T^eby^ rifing from hisxhair, and 
^ing acrofs the room, with the fly in 
his^ hand, — Pll not hurt a hair of thy 
head : — 'Go, fays he,, lifting up the faih, 
^nd opening his hand as he fpoke, to let 
it elcape ;: — go, poor devil, get thee gone, 
why) fbould L hurt thee ? — This world 
furely is wide enou^ to hold both thee 
^nd me« 

I w^ but -ten years old when this hap* 
pened; — but whe,tlier it was, that the 
adlion itfelf was more in unifon to my 
nerves at that agp of pity, which inftant- 
lyjet my whole frame into one vibration. 

Vol. II. F of 
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of moft pleafureable fenfation ; — or how 
far the manner and expreffion of it might 
go towards it; — or in what degree, or 
by what fecret magic, — a tone of voice 
and harmony of movement, attuned by 
mercy, might find a paflage to my heart, 
I know Aot ; — this I know, that the Icflbn 
of univcrfal good-will then taugh{ and 
imprinted by my uncle ^ohy^ has never 
fince been worn out of my mind : And 
tho* I would not depreciate what the ftudy 
of the Li (era humanioresy at the univerfity^ 
have done for me in that refpeft, or dif- 
credit the other helps of an ekpenfive cdu* 
cation beftowed upon me, both at home 
and abroad fince; — yet I often think that 
I owe one half of my philanthropy ta 
that one accidental impreflion. 

f^ This is to ferve for parents and 
governors inftead of a;Whole volume 
upon the fubjcft. 

I 
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I could not give the reader this ftroke 
in my uncle Toiy^s pidure, by the inftru- 
ment with which I drew the other parts 
of it,— that taking in no more than 
the mere Hobby-Horsical likenefs; 

'this is a part of his moral charadter. 

My father, in this patient endurance of 
wrongs, which I mention, was very dif- 
ferent, as the reader muft long ago have 
noted ; he had a much more acute and 
•quick fenfibility of nature, attended with 
a little forenefs of temper ; tho' this 
never tranfported him to any thing which 

looked like malignancy ; yet^ in the 

little rubs and vexations of life, 'twas 
-.apt to fhew itfelf in a drollifli and witty 
: kind of peeviQinefs : He was, how- 
ever, frank and generous in his nature^ 
■ ■■ at all times open to conviction ; 
and in the little ebullitions of this fub- 
acid humour towards others, but parti- 
F 2 cularly 
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cularly towards my xindt^oby^ whom 

he truly loved ; ^he would feel more 

pain, ten times told (except in the af- 
fair of my aunt DiHahy or where an hy- 
pothefis was concerned) than what he 
^ver gave. 

The characters of the two brothers*, m 
this view of them, reflcfted light upon 
each other, and appeared with grtfat- ad- 
vantage in this affair which arofe about 

Ste^vinus, 

* I need not tell the reader, if he keeps a 
Hi^BBY-HoRSE, — that aman*s HoB^BY- 
HORSi is as tender a part> as he has 
abourhim; and that thefe unprovoked 
ftrokes, at my uncle Tob/s couH not be 
^unfclt by him. — No ; — as I faid above, 
my uncle Toby did feci them, and very 
fenfibly too. 

Pray, 
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Pray, Sir, what faid he ?*^How did 
he behave ? — Oh, Sir'!*- it was great: 
For as £ooa as m;^ father had done in* 
fulting his HoBBY-HoRSi,-— he turned 
his head, without the lead emotion, 
from Dr. Slapy to whom he was addref- 
fing bis difcourle, and look'd up into my 
father's face, with a countenance fpread 
over with fo much good nature i^-'-^fo 
placid ; — fo fraternal ; — fo inexprcflibly 
tender towards him ; — it penetrated my 
father to his h^rt : He rofe up haftily 
from his chair, and (eizing hold of both 
my uncle Toiy^s hands as he fpoke :— 
Brother Taiyy faid he/— I beg thy par- 
don ; — forgive, I pray thee, this rafli . 
humour which my mother gave.me.— 
My dear, dear brother, anfwer*d my 
uncle T^iyy rifing up by my father's help, 
fay no more about it ;— ^you arc heartily 
wdromfe, bad it been ten times as much, 
, . F 3 brother. 
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brother. ' But 'tis ungenerous, replied 
my father, to hurt any man ; — a brother 
worfc ; — but to hurt a brother of fuch 
gentle manners, — ^fo unprovoking, — and 
fo unrefenting ; — tis bafe : — By heaven, 
*tis cowardly. ^You are heartily wel- 
come, brother, quoth my uncle 21?^,—' 
had it been fifty times as much,— — 
Befides, what have I to do, my dear "Joby^ 
cried my father, either with your amufe- 
ments or your pleafures, unlefs it was in 
my power (which it is not J to increafe 
their meafure ? 

— Brother Sbandyy anfwer'd my uncle 
iTalfy^ looking wiftfully in his face, — you 
are much miftaken in this point; — for 
you do increafe my pleafure very much, 
in begetting children for the Shandy fa- 
mily at your time of life. But, by 

that, Sir, quoth Dr, Slopy Mr. Shandy in- 

creafcs 
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creafes his own. .Not a jot, quoth 

my father. 



CHAP. XIII. 

MY brother, does h, quoth my uncle 
Toby^ out of principle, — In a fa- 
mily-way, I fuppofe, quoth Dr. Slop. — 
Pfhaw ! — faid my father, — 'tis not worth 
talking of. 



CHAP. XIV. 

AT the end of the laft chapter, my 
father and my uncle ^oby were 
left both Handing, like Brutus znd Qaffius 
at the clofe of the fcene making up their 
accounts. 

F 4 As 
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' As'ffiyiPathef fpoke'the'threefaft-Votdy,^ ' 
—he fat down ; — my uncle Toiy exaftly 
followed his example, only, that before . 
he took his chair, he rung the bell, ta 
order Corporal Tr/^i, who w^ in waiting 
\Q ftcp home for Stevinus : — my uncle 
T^% hoiife being i)o further qS than the 
oppofite fide of the way. 

.Some men would have dropped the 
fubjefl: of Stevinus ; — but my uncle T^by 
had no refentment in his heart, and he 
went on with the fubjed, to fhew my 
father that he had none* 

Your fudden appearafnce, Dr. Slopy 
quoth my uncle, reluming the difcourfe^ 
inffantly brought Stevinus into my head. 
(My-fathcfj you may be fure, did not 
offcr to hy any more wagers upon Ste- 
vinus'^ head)— ^— Bccaufe^ continued* my 

uncle 
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uncle Toby, the celebrated failing chariot, 
which belonged to Prince Afo«rrr^, and 
was of fuch wonderful contrivance and 
velocity, as to carry half a dozen peo- 
ple thirty German miles, in I don't know 

how few minutes, was invented by 

SfevinuSj that great mathematician and 
engineer. 

You might have fpared your fervant 
the trouble, quoth Dr. Slop (as the fellow 
is lame) of going for Stevinus^s account 
of it, becaufe, in my return from Leyden 
thro' the HaguCy I walked as far as Schev- 
lingy which is two long miles, on purpofe 
to take a view of it. • 

'■^That's nothing, replied my uncle 
Tolyy to what the learned Peire/kius did, 
who walked a matter of five hundred 
miles, reckoning from Pariz to SchevUngy 

and 
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and from ScbevUng to Paris back again> 
in order to fee it, — and nothing elfe. 

Some men cannot bear to be out-gone. 

The more fool PeireJkiuSy replied Dr. 
Slop, But mark, 'twas out of no con- 
tempt of Peirejkius at all ; but 'that 

Peirejkius*^ indefatigable labour in trudg- 
ing fo far on foot out of love for the 
fciences, reduced the exploit of Dr. Slopy 
in that affair, to nothing \ — the more fool 
Peirejkius^ faid he again : — Why fo ? — 
replied my father, taking his brother's 
part, not only to make reparation as faft 
as he could for the jnfult he had given 
him, which fat ftill upon my father's 
mind ; — but partly, that my father began 
really to intereft himfdf in the difcourfe. 
—Why fo ? — faid he. Why is Peirejkius^ 
or any man elfe, to be abufed for an ap- 
petite 
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-petite for that, or any other morfel of 
found knowledge ? For, notwithftand- 
ing I know nothing of the chariot in 
queftion, continued he, the inventer of 
it muft have had a very mechanical head ; 
and thoM cannot guefs upon what prin- 
ciples of philofophy he has atchieved 
it ; yet certainly his machine has 

been conftrudled upon folid ones, be 
they what they will, or it could not 
have anfwered at the rate my brother 
mentions. 

It anfwered, replied my uncle Toly^ 
as well, if not better -, for, as Peirejkius 
cl^antly exprefles it, fpeaking of the 
velocity of its motion, Tarn citus erat^ 
quam erat ventus ; which, unlefs I have 
forgot my Latin, is, Jbat it was as fwift 
as the wind itfelf. 

. But 

5 
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But pray. Dr. ^lopj quoth my father^ 
interrupting my uncle (tho* not with- 
out begging pardon for it^atthe fame 
time) upon what principles was this (t\£^ 
fame chariot let a-going ? — Upon very 
pretty principles to be fure, replied Dn 
Slop y and I have often wondencd, 

continued he, evading the queilion, why 
none of our gentry^ who live upon large 
plains like this of ours, — (efpecially they 
wbofe wives are not paft child-bearing) 
attempt nothing of this kind ; for it 
would not only be infinitely expeditious 
upon fudden calls, to which the fex is 
fubjeft,— if the wind only ferved,— but 
would be excellent good husbandry to 
make ufe of the wiiids, which coft no- 
thing, and which eat nothing, rather 
than hoFfes, which (the devil take *em) 
both coil and eat a great deal. 

For 
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For that very reafon, replied tny £i- 
thir, ^ Beeaufe they coft nothing, and 
** beeaufe they eat nothing,'*— the fcheme 
is bad ; — it is the- confumption of our 
produds, as well as the manufaftures of ^ 
them, which gives bread to the hungiy, 
circulates . trade,— ^-brings in «moncy, and 
fiipports the value of our lands ;— and 

* tho', I own, if I was a ppincej, I would 
generotrfly recotnpenfe the fcientific haad 

. which brought forth fuch contrivances ; 
— yet I would as perempt<>rily fupprcfs 
the ufe of them. 

My father. here had got into his cle- 

' mentj— — and was going on as. pro- 

^ iperoufly with his differtation upon trade, 

as my uhcle Tciy had before^ vpon his 

of fortification;-^- but, to the lofs 

- of- much found knowledge,; the deftinies 
. in the morning had decreed that no 
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differtation of any kind fhould be fpun 
by my father that day; for as 

he opened his mouth lo begin the next 
fentence. 



CHAP- XV. 

IN popped Corporal Trim with Sfevi- 
nus: — But 'twas too late, — all the 
difcourfehad been exhaufted without him, 
and was running into a new channel. 

—You may take the book home again, 
7r/«>, faid my unde ?V^, nodding to 
him. 

But pri'thee. Corporal, quoth my fa- 
ther, drolling, — look firft into it, aixd 
fee if thou canft fpy aught of a failing 
chariot in it. 

Corporal 
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Corporal Tnw, by being in the fervice, 
had learned to obey,-^and not to re- 

monftrate ; fo taking the book to a 

fide-table, and running over the leaves ; 
An' pleafe youf Honour, faid Trim^ I can 
fee no fuch thing •, — however, continued 
the Corporal, drolling a little in his turn, 
ril make fure work of it, an' pleafe your 
Honour;— fo taking hold of the two 
covers , of the book, one in each hand, 
and letting the leaves fall down, as he 
bent the covers back, he gave the book 
a good (bund fhake. 

There is fomething fallen out, how- 
ever, faid 2lr/i», an' pleafe your Honour ^ 
but it is not a chariot, or any thing like 
one : — Pri'thee, Corporal, faid my father, 
fmiling, what is it then .^ — I think, an- 
fwered Tr/Vw, Hooping to take it up, — 
'tis more like a fermon, — for it begins 

with 
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^kh a textxrf fcripture, and the chapter 
. and verfe; — and thea goes on, not as a 
^ <hariot,-^*-but like a fermon direftly* 

The company finiled, 

I cannot conceive how it is polHble, 
quoth my uncle Tohy^ for fuch a thing as 
a fermon tohave got into my Sievims. 

I think 'tis a fermon, replied T^rim ;— 
but if it pleafe your Honours, as it is a 
fair hand, I will read you a page; — for 
^rim^ you muft know, loved to hear 
himfelf read almoft as well as talk. 

I have ever a ftrong propenfity, faid 
my father, to look into things which 
crofs my way, by fuch ftrange fatalities 
' as thefe -, — and as we have nothing bet- 
ter to do, at lead till Obadiab gets back, 
5 I 
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1 Hiould be obliged to ycW, tjrothe'r, tf 
Dr. Slop has no obje£Uon to It, to order 
the Coirporal to give us a page or ttiro of 
it,— if he is ^ able to iki k, as he feems 
grilling. An' .pleafe.yo^r Hofipur, quoth 
Trifi^ I officiated two whole catupaigas 
in Flanders ^ as' clerk to the chaplain of 
the regiment.— He can read it, quoth 
tny uncle J^^y, as well as I can. — 2lr/«, 
i affiKe you, was the beft Icholar in -my 
company^ and ihould have had the next 
^ail^erd, bm for the poor fdlow^s mif^ 
fortune. Corporal Trim laid his hand 
upon his heart, and made an hujftble bow 
to his mailer ; — then l^ykig down his hac 
upcMi the floor, and taking up the fermofi 
in his left-hand^ in order to ha^e his 
right at liberty, — he advancedj toothing 
doubting, into the tniddle of the room, 
where he 'could beft fee, and be bell feen 
by, his audience^ 
Vot- IL G G H A P4 
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CHAP. XVI. 

——If you have any objeftion, — faid 
my father, addrefling himfelf to Dr. Slop. 
Not in the leaft, replied Dr, Slop ;— for 
it does not appear on which fide of the 
queftion it is wrote 5-^ — it may be a 
comppfitioh of a divine of our church, 
as well as yours, — fo that we run equal 

rifks. ^^'Tis wrote upon neither fide, 

quoth ^rimy for 'tis pnly upon Confcienciy 
an* pleafe your Honours. 

. Trirn^ reafon put his audience into 
good humour, — all but Dr. Slop^ who, 
turning his head ab6ut towards Trinf^ 
looked a little angry. 

Begin, ?>/;»,— and read diftinftly, 
quoth my father. — I will, an* pleafe your 

Honour, 
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Honour, replied the Corporal, maiking a 
bow, and belpeaking attention with a 
flight movenjient of his right-hand. 



CHAP. XVII. 

'——But before the Corporal begins, 
I muft firft give you a defcription of fiis 

. attitude; otherwife he will naturally 

ftand reprefented, by your imagination, 
in an uneafy pofture, — ftifF, — perpendi^ 
xular, — dividing the weight of his body 
equally upon both legs ; — his eye fixed, 
as if on duty ';— his look determined,— 
clinching the fermon in his' left-hand, 
like his firelock. — In a word, you would 
b^ apt to paint Trimj as if he was Hand- 
ing in his platoon ready for a<5tion.' 
His attitude was as unlike all this as you 
^n conceive, 

' G 2 He 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



He {bopd hifoT^ thetn ^mth hU bodf 
JMrayed, ^d Ipent forwards jufl: fo far, as 
to make an angle of 85 xiegrees and a 
half upon the plain of the horizon ; 
which found orators, to whom I addrefs 
this, know very well, to be thq true per- 
fuafive angle of incidence j'— in any other 
angle you may talk and preach ; — 'tis 
;Certain; — ^and it is done every day; — 
but with what efc(5t, — I leave the world 
,to judge ! 

The neceffity of this precife angle pf 
85 degrees and. a half to a mathematical 
cxadnefs, — does it not Ihew us, .by the 
way, — how the arts and fcienccs mutu- 
iJly befriend each other ? . 

How the duce Corporal Trm, who 

knew not fo much as an acute angle 

fy)m an obtuie one, came to bit it fo ex- 

I, -adUy, 
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»dWy J— —or whether it w« cHarrce off 
nature, or good fenfe or imitation, &?r. 
fhall be commented upon in that part: 
of this cyclopaedia of arts' and fciences,. 
where the inftramental parts of the elo- 
quence of the fcnate, the pulpit, the bar, 
the cofFee-houfe, the bed-chamber, and: 
fire-fide, fall under confideration. 

He ftood, for I repeat it, to take 

the pifture of him in at one view, with. 
his body fwaycd,. and ibmewhat bent 
forwards,— his right-leg firm under him, 
ibftaining feven- eighths of his whole 
weight, — the foot of his left-leg, the de- 
feft of which was no difadvantage to his. 
attitude, advanced a Httle,r*-not lateral* 
ly, nor forwards, but in a line betwixt 
them ;^-bis knee bent, but that not vio- 
lently, — but fo as to fall within the li- 
mits of the Kne of beauty^— and I add,, 
G a Q^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



[ 100 ] . 

of the line of fcience too j— -for confidcr^ 
k had one eighth part of his body to 
bear up ; — fo that in this cafe the pofi- 
tidn of the leg is determined,— becanfe 
the foot could be no farther advanced, 
or the knee more bent, than what v^ould 
allow him mechanically, to receive an 
eighth part of his whole weight under it, 
—and to carry it too. 

t> This 1 recommend to painters i — 
need I add, — to orators ? — I think not ; 
for, unlefs they praftife it, — they, muft 
fall upon their nofes. 

So much for Corporal Trim's body and 
Jegs,— He held the fermon loofcly, — ^^not 
carelefsly, in hi$ left-hand, laifed fome- 
thing above his ftomach, and detached a 
little from his breaftj*— his right-arm 
falling negligently by his fide, as nature 

and 
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and the laws of gravity ordered it,— Jjut 
'with the palm of it open and turned to- ' 
wards his audience, ready to aid the (ta-^ 
titnent, in cafe it ftood in need. 

Corporal 5r/w's eyes and the mufcles of 
his face were in full harn^ony with the 
othet^partaof him ;-^he looked frank, — 
vmconflrained, — fomething aflbred, 
but not bordering upon aflurance. 

Let not the critic alk how Corporal 
Srim could come by all this ; IVc told 
him it Ihail be explained •,— but fo he 
ftood before my father, my uncle Toiy^ 
and Dr. Slop, — fo fwayed his- body; fo 
t:ontrafted his limbs, and with fuch an 
oratorical fweep throughout the whole 
figure, -^aftatuary might have modelled 
from it;-~^nay, I doubt whether the 
oldcft Fellow of a College,— or the He-, 
G 4 irew 
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k'nu Profellbr himfelf,. could hare imich; 
Blended it. 

Srm made a bow, and read as follows :: 

The S E R M O N. 

Hebrews xiii. i8. 

For tui truft wg haw ^ g09d 

" r|^Ruft ! — Truft we hare a. gpod 
.'^ * confcicnce !** 

[Certainly, 7r/i»^ quoth my father, in- 
tempting him, you. give that fentence a. 
very improper accent •, for you curl up, 
your nofe, man, and read it with fbph a 
fneering tone, as if the Parfon was going 
fot abufe the Apoftle* 

He 
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He fe, an^ plfeafe youF Honomr, replied 
^rifth Pugbt! iaid my £adier»^ &eiiling^ 

Sir^ quoth Dr. 5/^^, Trim is cerfainrjr 
in the right. ; for the writer (who I per^ 
ceivc is a Proteftant) by the fnappifb 
manner ia which: he takes up the Apc^le, 
is certainly going to abufe him, — if this 
treatment of him has not done it already^. 
But from whence, replied .my father^ 
have you concluded fo foon. Dr. Siop^, 
that the writer is of our Church ? — for 
aught I caa fee yet, — be may be of any 
ChuFch.— Becaufe, anfwered Dr. Slopf 
if he was of ours, rhe dufft ho more- 
take fiKrh a licence,. — than a bear by hii 
beard : ■ I£^ in our communion, Sir^ 
a* man was to infult an Apoftle,— — a 

laini:» or even the paring of a feint**. 

nail,— he would have his eyes fcratched 

l^ut, . ■■ W hat^ by the iaint^ ^[uoth my 

vock 
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uncle Tcly. No, replied Dr. 5/<7p,.r-he 
would have an old houfe over his head*'; 
Pray is the Inquifition an antient, build- 
ing, anfwered my uncle Tdiy^ or is it a 
modern one ? — I know nothing of archi^ 
tefture, replied Dr. Slop, r— - An' pleafe 
your Honours, qiioth Trim^ the Inqui^ 

fition is the vileft Pri*thee fpare thy 

defcription, Trimy I hate the very name 
of it, faid my father. — No matter for 
that, anfwered Dr. Skp^ — it has its ufes \ 
for tlio* Fm no great advocate for it, yet 
in fuch a cafe as this, he would foon be 
taught better manners ; and I can tell 
him, if he went on at that rate, would 
be flung into the Inquifition for his pains. 
God help him then, quoth my uncle 
^oly. Amen, added Trim ; for, heaven 
above knows, I have a poor brother who 
has been fourteen years a captive in it.— 
I never heard one word of it before, faid 

my . 
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my uncle 9V3y, haftily :— How came he 
there. Trim ?— -O, Sir ! the ftory will 
make your heart bleed, — as it has made 
mine a thopfand times j— but it. is too 

long to be told now ; your Honour 

ihall hear it from firft to laft fome day 
when I am. working befide you in our 

fortifications j but the Ihort of the 

ftory is this : That my brother Tom 

went over a fcrvant to Ufbrn^ — and then 
married a JewH widow, who kept a fmall 
ibop, and fold faufages, which, fome hbw 
or other, was the caufe of his being taken 
fn the middle of the night out of his 
bed, where he was lying with his wife 
and two fmall children, and carried di- 
reftly to the Inquifition, where, God help 
him, continued Trim^ fetching a figh from 
the bottom of his heart,— the poor ho- 
neft lad lies confined at this hour ;— — 
he was as honeft a foul, added Tr/Vv, 

(pulling 
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(jmffing otrt, his handkerchief J as ever 
bbod warmed. — — — 

The tears trickled down ^rim^t- 
cheeka fafter than he could well wipe 
Chem away., — A dead fikncp m the roonr 
enfued: for fome minutes.— ——•Gertaim 
proof of pity \ 

Gome, ^rim^ quoth my father, aftd^r h* 
few the poor fellow's grief had got a little 
▼cnt, — ^cead on,- — and put this melancholy 
ftory out of thy head :— -I grieve t?ri^I • 
interrupted thee \ — but pri^thee begin thl 
fermcm again v-^-for if the firft fentence im. 
it is matter of abufe^ as thou fayeff, I have 
a great defire to know what kind of pro* 
irocation the Apoftle has given.. 

Corporal 9lrww wiped his. face, and re- 
twned his handkerchief into ]m pockety, 

and„ 
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«nd, maldnga bowras he did it,— he 
4)egan j^^in.] 

The SERMON. 
Hebrews xiiL i8. 



-^For w^ truft me have a £Ood 



■Confcience. ■ 

«* rnpRuft ! truft we have a good con- 
" X fcience ! Surely if there is any 
^ thing in this life which a maa n>ay 
"•i^depend upon, and to the knowledge 
*f of. which he is capable of arriring 
*' upon the moft indifpuuble evidence,. 
** it muft be this very thing, — whether 
^' he has a good confcience or no.** 

[I am pofitive I am right, quoth Dn 

c. If 
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^' If a man thinks at all, he cannot 
*' well be a ftranger to the true ftate of 
*' this account ; — he rtiuft be privy to 

*' his own thoughts and delires ; he 

** muft remember his paft purfuits, and 
*' know certainly the true fprings and 
*' motives, which, in general, have go- 
** verned the adions of his life." 

[I defy him, without an afliftant, 
quoth Dr. Slop.] 

•• Ifi other matters womay be deceived 
" by falfe appearances ; and, as the wife 
** man complains, hardly do we guefs 
** aright at the things that are upon the 
" earthy and with labour do we find the 
*' things that arebeforeus. But here the 
" mind has all the evidence and fafts 
" within herfelf i — is confcious of the web 
** flie has wove 5 — knows its texture and 
5 ''fine- 
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** fijoenefs, and the cxaft fliare .which 
•*' every paffion has had in working upon 
*' the fcveral dcfigns which virtue or vice 
♦' has planned before her." 

[The language is good, and I declare 
^rim reads very wfU, quoth my father.] 

*' Now, — as confcience is nothing elfe 
** but the knowledge which the mind has 
*' within herfelf of this 5 and the jucjg- 
** ment, cither of approbation or cenfure, 
^^ which it unavcudabty make^ upon the 
*' fucccflive adions of our lives ; 'tis plain 
*< you will fay, from the very terms of 
** the propofition, — whenever this inward 
" teftimony goes againft a man, and he 
*' {lands felf-accufed, — that he muft ne- 
♦♦-ceflarily be a guilty man. — And, on 
•* the contrary, when the report is fa- 
•* vourable on his fide, and his heart con- 

*' dcmns 
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^ dettns tern not ^— -that it iS not a 
^ matter ol'/rieil?, as the Apoftle intimates, 
** — -bwt a matter of c^tainty and fad, 
** that the cpnicieace is good, arid that 
••* the man mufl: be good alfo.'* 

[ Jbm the Apoftle i€ altogether in the 
wrong, I fiippofe, quoth Dr. Slop^ and 
the Proiteilant divine is in the right. Sir, 
have patience, replied my father, fw 1 
think it will prelently appear th^t St, Paul 
^nd the Pxoteftant divine are both of an 
opinion.~As nearly fo, quoth Dr. Slcp^ 
43 cafl: is to weft j— but this, continued 
he, lifting both hands, comes from the 
liberty of the prefe. 

It is no more, at the worft, replied my 
vncle Toby^ than the liberty of the pulpit; 
for it does not appear that the fcrmon i« 
printed, or ever likely to be, 

Go 
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Gobi^y TrUny quoth my £uber.^ 

/* At firft fight this may -feem to beiA 
"^ true ftate of the cafe s and I make no 
^^ doubt but the knowledge of rjght and 
^* wrong is fo truly imprcfledtipoA the 
*' mind of martj^^-^that did no fuch thing 
**'cver happen, as that the con&ience «f 
^* a Tnan, by long habit? of fin» might 
*** (as the fcfipture afiufes^it may) infen- 
♦* fibly become hard 9^*— and, like feme 
*• tender parts of his body, by much 
^* ftrefs and continual hard ufage, lofe, 
** by degrees, that nice fenfe and per- 
^* ception with which God and natu» 
** (sindowed it :-rDid this never happen^; 
^* — or was it certain that felf-lovecouJd 
" never hang the leaft bias upon the 
•** judgpaent 5— or that the little irtterefl» 
^' bdow< could rife up and perplex the 
^' faeukies of our upper i%gioi|s» and 
. Vol. IL H r^n- 
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" cncompafs them about with cfoCitTs^ncJ 
•* thick darknefs : Could no fucli 

•* thing as favour anti afFcdioii enter this 
•* facred CaiyRT :— Did Ww difiiain tt> 
•* take a' bribe in it j--^yWas'*aftiatiidrtd 
•* (hew its iface as an adyirBeate for^'a'fi 
••^ uriWarrantablecnjoyniciit f^— Or, lafflyj 
♦* Welti we aflliiied, that Interest ftOod 
•* alwiays' unconcerned wTiilft the caufe 
" was h^iairing, — and that paffion *^v6r 
•' got into the judgment-feat, and pro*- 
•' notinced lehtence in the'fltead of realbn-, 
** which is fuppofed alwayi to prefide 
** and determine upon the cafe :— ^— Was 
" thii tmly foi a5 the objcftion mutt 
** fuppole ;— no doubt then, the religious 
^ and mbral ftate of a mail^ would be 
*• exactly wh^t he himfcif efteemcd it}— 
** and the guilt 6v innocence of every 
•^ mah*s life could be known, in generaf^ 
"by liobcttfer mcafurcaj than the de'*^ 
• ""' ^'' ^ -' **grecs 
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.f * ,ffX^..J^ }^}hpwri^ approbation^ ^nd ce^- 

^iure.. .).,.-j / . .. ',*.;;' . ; 

^, ^*:I oiRui^i^oiie cafe, whenever ^ man*^ 

V-dQWi errs^9^^|^^i; lide) |hat be is gpil^ 
V' W/>' aQ^>.-Vnk& ia melan<!hoIy f^d hy>t 
♦VjpflCQn<^rwc; c^e$ji we pi^y fafely,grc?s 
5^;0aunee ifpqnjt, that there i^ always 
4^^ fufficiqnt grqundsfor the accui^pn. v 



«* But the convcrfe of thje prppofition 

*>^^ill nojC hold. true 5 -namely, tjbat 

^* whenever, there is guilt, the confcienoc 
♦* muft accufc ; and if it does not,, that 
*f a man is therefore innocent. — iThis is 
/•not fa6l i—rSo that th? common cpn^ 
V folation, which fome good chriftian or 
,*• other is hourly adminiftring to him*- 
•* felf* — that he thanks Godj his mm4 
^ does not nvifavc him >. and that, cpnr 
.^ tl 2 ' ** fequcntlyi 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



•*' fequently, he has a gb6d confcieticie, 
** becaule he has a quiet one, — is hlU^ 
*' cious ; — and as current as the inference 
** is, and ai infallible as tht rule appfcars 
*' at iirft fight, yef, when you look hearer 
^* to it, iand try the truth of this rulfe 
•** upon plain fafts,— yoii fee it liable tb 
** fo much error from a falfe application -, 
*« -^thc principle upon which Jt goes ib 
** often perVCTted j— the whole force of 
•' it loft, and fometimes fo vilely caft 
** aii^ay, thit k isi paififui'to prodtice the 
^^commdn examples from human lift 
** which confirm the accchint^ 

; "A man fhlll b6 vidous and utt^erljr 
^debauched in his principles j — excep- 
'** tibnabk in his condu(ft to the world ; 
** /hall live fhamclefs, in the open corti- 
** miffion of a fin which no reafon or pr6- 
^ tencc cm yo&l^ j~a fin, by whicii 

"con-. 
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^' contrary to all the workings of liuma- 
*^ nky, he Ihall ruin for ever the deluded 
" partner c^ his guilt ; — ^.rob h^er of her 
'* beft dowry j and not only cover her owjj 
" head with difhonour, — but invplve a 
** whoje virtuous family in (hanle ^nd. 
** fprrow for her fike. — Swdy, you wiU 
" think coi>fcience muft lead fuch a mm 
** a troublefome life •> — he can have na- 
•* reft night gr day from ic3 reproajches. 

" Alas ! CoNsciE;i>reE had* foniQthifig 
** elfe to do, all this time, than break ift 
•* upon him j as &ijal? r.cpro3che.d itjicr 
** God Baal^' this domeftic God was^^ 
*' «/i&^r talking:^ or furfmng^ or was> in a 
^^ journey^ or fera4'vcntura h Jlept a^ 
^ could ml i$ a%^/;ke.. •. , 

**' Perhaps Hp was, goioe out la- cofij^ 
H 3 .^ " to 
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^ to pay ,off fome debt at play.;— ^6r/ 
"dirty ai^ipuity, the. bargain of his luIF: . 
** Perhaps Conscience all this time was.. 
** engaged at home, talking loud againft J 
" petty larceny, and executing vengeance* 
*' upon fome fuch puny crimes as' )iis^ 
'* fortune ?ind rank in life fecurcd h^ni "^ 
•* againft all, temptation of committing P^ 
** fo thatjier lives as merrily" [If he was^ 
of pur church tho% quqth Dr. Slop, h^^ 
could not]r — " flecps as fotin<3Iy in his* 
" bed;— iU)d at laft meets death as un-^ 
** concernedly 5 — ^perhaps much more lb 
•* than a much better man/* 

All this i|5 impofliblc with us, quoth 
I)r. SIop^ turning to my father, — the cafe 

could not happen in our church. -it 

happens inqurs, howeyefj^replie^ my fa- 
dicr^ but too often.— I own^ quoth D^ 
Si^, Aruck a little wj^li my fithcr*s ^ 

frank 
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S;ank adcnoWledgment)— that z mw in 
tJie^^w^:cK(jrch may live as badly ; — 
biit then he' c^trin^at e^filv clife lb.— *Tis 
li^le matter,*, replied my fathef, with an 
afr of fndiflfereiice^^ — how^a rafcat dies. — 
L mean, anlwered Dr. Slop^ hd would be. 
denied. the benefits of the laft fadfaiVients. 
-r-Pray how many have you irt all, iaid 
nJy uncle' fj:?^,--^fo^ I always fbrget'?*-^ ' 
Seyen, anfw:?red Dr. 5/^^.— Humph !*^ ' 
ftld my , uncle Toby j— tbo* not adc^nted ' 
as a note of acquiefcence, — but ks an in- 
terjeftion of that particular fpecies of fur* 
prize, when a man, in looking into a 
drawer, -finds mare of -a thing than he e)c- 
pcfted. — Hutnpli !. replied my unclaST^p^v- 
ijr. Slopy who had an ear, underftbod nVy 
xjncle Toby as well as if he had wrote « ' 
whole volume againft the icven fiit^ra* ' 
inents.— — ^Humph ! replied Dr. ^kip\'* 
<!Uti«g my om^Ic Tch^;% argufiient over'"' 
-V V, ■ 'H''-4 " 'again '- 
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9^ii\ to hiki)-— -Why, Sir^ «r^ theite 
not feven caisdinat virtues ?■ ■ -■ ■' '■ Severn, 
mortal fins i—r^ Seven golden candle- 

fticks ?-— ^— Seven heavens ?» • '■ ' -^is.. 

nore than I know, replied i«y uncife 
^(^iy. Are there not feven won- 

Jem of the world ? — Seven days of the* 
creation ?—— Seven planets ?- — ^Seven 
plagues?* — : — That there arc, quoth rny^ 
father^ with'a moft aflfedted gravity. But. 
pri^thee,. continued he-, go on with the- 
reft o#^ thy €hara<fters. Trim. 

•* Another is f6rd*4, unmerciful,** (hert* 
Trim waved his right-hand) '* a ftrait,^ 
•*. hearted, felfifli wreceh, incapable either^ 
•' of private friendihip or public fpirit.. 
•^ 'Eake notice how hfi paifes by the wi* 
•*.dow apd orphafi in their dift reft, ^cl, 
** fees gll cbe miferies incidentto, hiJis^. 

pleaiJa^. 
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jitafe yosr Honours, crkd TrJm^ I thln^jL 
;t^ is a vikr man than tha Qth^«} 

" Shall not confcknpc rife wp and fting^ 
♦* binfi on &ch occafions;— No; thank 
•* God there is no occafion ; Ipfy efuery 
^^ man bis, c(wn i-r—Iiave mfGrnieation t9- 
^^ anfwer to my confcienc€\rr~no faifkhfr 
*' vows or prom^Jes to make up ;— 7/ have 
^debauched na mat^s wife or chUd \ thanks 
^ G^j. I omMot as other meuy adulserers^ 
** unjvfiy or even ^s. this tiiertint^ y>k(^^ 
^^ fimis hfo9^ me*. 

^' A third i&xrafcy aiad deligniog ijri. 
^ his natuBC. View bis whole Kfe ;r-*'tis 
^* aothkg but a cunning contexture o£ 
^^dark arts and unequitable fubterfuges,, 
♦' bafely to defeat the true inient* of all 
•' laws,-^ plain dealing and the fafe ea- 
^^jppmic 4i£«a£ Irraral prof)ertk^.*t»*Y»^ 
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% You wHl fee fiich a one ivorkkg 'Otit.^ 
**' a frame of little defigns jupon tb?^ jg--^ 
*' norance and perplexities of the pOQr,^ 
•* and needy man % — (hall raife a fortqTie,^ 
*''Upon the inexperience of a youth, pf „ 
** the unfufpefting temper of liis frien<i,-^ 
•* who would have trufted him with his 
•*4ife. 

' "When old age comes on, and re-* 
** pentance calls him to look back upon .^ 
**-this black account, and ftatc it over \ 
*' again with his confciencc,--^'! — --Cok- ^. 
** SCIENCE looks into the Statutes at .. 
** Xarce ;— finds no expcefs law broken/ 
** by what he h^ dqne ;<— perceives no ^ 
*^penalty, ofr forfeiture of goods .ftrid chat*?; ^ 
** tells incurred; — :fees no fcourge waving^ . 
*'X)ver his head, or prifon opening his 
^ gates, vpon. him :— What is "there to ^ 
^^;affr^ht* hij rpnfcicpce,?,;— .Confciena- 

^' ' "has*' 
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^'H& got iSfely entrenched behind tlie" 
*'*§Lettef 6f the Law ; fits there* ' in vul- 
•''^liferable^, foitified with Carf0 and HC* 
^^^pbii^ fo'fth)rfgly on all fides ;»^rhat 
**^ is nor preaching can diJpoffefs it of, 
«^its hold.^ - 

" [Here Corporal Trim and my uncle 
21?^ exchanged looks with each other.— ^ 
Aye, — ^aye, Trim ! quoth my uncle Toly^ 
iliaking his head, — thefe are' But forry 

foftifications. Trim. O ! very poor 

Vrork, anfwered Tri?fp, to what your Ho- 
hdur and 1 rhake of it.— — — The cha* 
•raS:er of this laft man, faid Dr. 5?<^; in- 
tei"rupting Trim, is more detfeftable than 
alf the reft; ' arid feems to have 
been taken frortf fome pettifogging Law- 
yer amongft yoii :- Amonglt us, a 

m'ari's corifcience could not poifibly con- 
tiauc & ibng Mnded 5— three' times in ' 
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a: year, at leaft, he niuft ga to eonfeflioi»- 
Will that reftore it to fight, quoth my 
uncle Tohy ? — Go oa, Jrim^ quoth irvy 
father, or Obudiab will have got back 
•before thou^hafl: gox to the end of thy 
fermon ; — *tis a very fhort one, replied < 
9>/w. — I wifh it was longer, quoth my 
uncle T'c?^j^, for I, like it hugely .r—rr/^- 
weut on.] 

** A foyrth mm Ihall wai)t ev^n ithk- 
^ refuge -v^— fla^ll break through ;«ill thii^ 

*' ceremony of flo\y chicane-, fcorni^-. 

** the doubtful woi^king^ . of fecret plooi ^ 
" and cautious trains to bring about hjv- 
*' pgrpofe : — See the bare-fa^d villai;3»t. 
** how he cheats, lies, perjures, rohs^^ 

" murder$. — -r-Horrid ! 5ut indeed n 

" much better was not tp be expedl^d^ 
** in the prefent cafe^ — the poor m^ 

fnlie; 
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"^^ the keeping of his confcience*j-— and 
** all he would Jet him know of k^ w^s^ 
**' That he' muft believe in the Pope i-^^ 
-** go to Mafs ; — crol's binrfeif ; — tell hfs , 

/♦* beads i be a good Catholic, and^ 

^^* that fbi«» in all confcieooe, was enough 

*' to catry him to he^tvtn* What j-^if 

•' he perjures ! — Why •, — he had a men- 

'^* tal refcrvadoQ in it,*— But if he is fo 

♦* wicked and abandoned a wretch tts 

'^' ycm reptefent him j-^if ht robiBy-^tf 

y he fiabs j — will ftot CorifciencCj on e^ery 

« focli a6t^ receive a wound iifclf ?: — Ay#, 

Ht •-u^ut the man has carried it to con- 

^* feffion J— ^ — the Weufid digefls therd, 

'♦J and will do w«}| e*)c>«gh, and in a 

*' fhort time be quite healed up by ab- 

" folution* O Popery ! what haft thou 

^* to anfW^ for f— u^toin^ not content 

*• ^ith the too many natural and fsLtd 

"l* m^9 iW -iv^ich tlie. heart of mam i^, 

** every 
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■•* ewiy d^ thus tv€3^\m^^ io hltjelf 

^* fet opjea tbi$.wideg2it« Qf;d^ 

"; the face of thi^^^ unw^.^raveUcr^r.^^ScA 

*' felf J . aad confidently ijg^^k peacg^to 
?**hiinfelf, whcixthereis no peace.. ,,,^4 ^, 

■r ' •• ^ A- : • ■•■-•.• -..]> ^- 

** Of ;his tl^ commoa inftances yfhifh 
«* I have drawn out of life, arc too ^oh. 
•* torious to require much eyidence. ..K 
** any man doubts the reality of them^v 
. •' or thinks it impoffible for a man to be 
" fucha bubble to hinifclf,— I muft refer 
^^ him a nroment ta his owa refleftionsv: 
•' and will then ventucc to trufl my ap?> 
" peal with his own hy^att- .3 

" Let him coiifidci' in how differ^yit. 
** a degree <tf deteftation, numbers of 
^^ wicked adions ftand ti^^ tho' egu^y . 
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^IxiiJhe Willfodii find that foch' of them^ 
^^Iftfong^iiidifiadon ^nd cuftom^ liave 
prompted him to cemirilt, are genev 
*^Mly dtcffed eiic and j^amted with all 
^tRe'falfe beauties, which a fef t and a 
** flattering hand can gire them i— and 
" that the Others, to which he feels nd 
•^^penfity, ajjpear, at oiicej nakfed and 
•♦^deformed, forrounded with all the 
•^true circumftanccs- of folly and dif- 
•* honotiir. - - * 



•^ When Ba^id forprized iy^ir/'flftep*- 
^ ing in the cave, and cut off the fldrt « 
** of his rbbe,— ^e read his heart fmotc 
** him for what 'he had dene:— But in 
•' the matter of Uriabj where a faithful 
** and gallant fervant, whom he ought 
** to have bved arid honoured, feii to 
J^makc way f^r-his luf^i^^eBe con-J^. 

« fcicnct 
-I 
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•** icicncc htd fo ttmch greater n^fian tA 
'** take the alarm, his heeaPt finate fciill 
-** not. A whole year had almoft paflcd 
'*' from the firftcommiffionof tbatcrimc^ 
^ to thfc timt Nafkmi was fent ik> reprovt 
*' hiai ; and we ifcad^RatonGe of tbe baft 
'*^ forr^w ©r compunftiQn of heart which 
** heteftifidd, driring all 'thattkne» fot 
** what he had doae;- 

,,*' Thus GOjrfciBnoei tlris ©bqcc abk aio- 

** nitor, placed on high^as a judge 

*' within us, and intended by our maker 

*' as a joftand equitable 6ne tib0*— »by ^ 

V an unhappy tanaifi.of caufes and knpe- 

"dirhentSi takes ^ften ftidi imperfeA 

*♦* cogntzanccof what pfiflesj-^^oes iw 

** officd fo negligently ,'»-*fometfnies fy 

** Gorruptlyy*^that k is ndt to be trtrffpd 

•♦* alorte •, atfti thdrdbre wc find there' isf 

•^*A riecelfitjrj, an abfolutc neceSily of 

"" ** joining 
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i** joinmg another principle with it to aid, 
.^*.if not govern, it? determinations. 

^*..Sp that if you would form a jufl: 

;*• jujdgmeot of what is of infinite impor- 

♦^ ta^ice to you not to be naifled in, 

.** namely, in wh4t degree of re^ jncrit 

^^ you ftaiid either as an hpnefk man, an 

.** ufeful citizen, a faitWyl fubjed to your 

•' king,.or a gooxifervant to ypyr Go4)-^ 

** call in religion and morality. — Look, 

.\ff r^Whit is written in thfi law of God ? 

;,f« .—-tHow readcft iKboy ?-—— Co[9fuk 

>.* calmreafon and the w\c|i$nge*!^ ob- 

^^ Kgations of juftice and ^itfh ^ — >^bat 

;H .foy they?. 

^^ l^t Qq}fSQi2^c§ d[etcrrp^ (be 
■; ^^ mm ¥fiW J^e j^p9ft8 jT^aivi fhgti 

-^ k % ca§ ,^ .^pfi^ f^aps^^;— ^ 

. Vol. II. i **rulc 
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^*'rde^iliSe infallible' ;•' [Here Or. SIoP 
fell aflecp} ** ihvu ivilt hai^ conji'dence tt>- 
^''' wards God \ — that is, have juft grounds 
^* to 'believe the judgment thou haft j)aft 
** upon thy felf, is'the judgment of Gbd ; 
** and nothing clfe but ati . unticipatiofi ' 
" of that righteous fchteitcc which will 
** be pronounced upon thee hereafter by 
** that Beihg, to whom thbu art finally 
" to give an account of thy aftions, 

^* Piaffed is the man^ indee<J, then, as 
*^ the author of the book of £fr/5/?^^/r»i 
** exprefles it^wbo is not pricked ^itb the 
*** multitude of his fins: Biejfed is the man 
** wbofe heart haib not cowdemHed bim% 
" ivbether be be ricb^ or wbetber be be 
•^ poor^ if behave a good heart (^ heart 
•* thus guided and informed) be fbdlVat 
•* all times rejoice in a cheatfut coknt'e- 
^ nance ^ bis mndjhall tell him more than 

". feven 
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-l^^^evift zafitol^'mefi' tbaf Jit above uppn ^ 

*|S^ tower ^n tigb.^*- — [A tower has 

x\q ftrengtht quoth my uncle foiy^ un- 

Jcfs 'tis flank!d.] " In the darkeft doubts 

V, it fliallcoodua bim fafer than a thou- 

^' fend.cafuifts, and give ;he ftate ho 

f' Jives Ja a. better fecurity for his beha- 

^>.{Viour, thaa all .the, olaufcs ..and rc^ 

.*VitridiQn3 put tpgethcr, which lawi 

^^* makers, arc forcfcl to multiply :-7r— 

** Forced^ I fay, as things ftand 5 hu- 

• *^ man lajvs. not being a matter of ori- 

-" gi^ial choice, but. of pure, neccflity, 

•♦ brought in to fence .againft the, mif- 

-*'• cFiievous dfefts . of tjhofe confcienccj 

••which, are no law unto thcmfelvesj 

*■* well intending, by tlic many provi-, 

*-* iions made,"' that in all fuch cor- 

^^ rupt artdmilguided cafes, where prin- 
'*^ ciples and.. the checks of confciencc 
;^' will not make us upright^ ;— — — to 
V , !. •• ^ a *' iupplji 
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'*• l^ply their force, and, by thc.^er- 
** rors of goak and halters,. oM>ge us 
•'to it.'* • 

[I fee plainly, faid my father, that 
'this .fcrmon has been cbmpofed to be 
preached at the Temple, — —or at fome 

"Aflize. ! Rk6 the Teafoning, — —and 

^am forry that^Dr. Shp ha$ fallen aiQeep 
before the time of his convidion \ -*— - 
for it Is DOW dear, that the Parfon, as 
I thought at finft; ocver infulted St. Paul 
in the lead;— '—nor has there been, bro- 
ther, the lead difference between them. 
-■ ■ A great matter, if they had dif- 
fered, rcpKed ray uncle Toby^ ' ■ ■ the 
beft friends in the worid nfiay diffb: Ibmc- 
times.*-- — True, — brother STtf^^ qijioth 
my father^ ihaking hands with bim,-^ 
we'll fili our pipes» brother^ and then 
^rim (hall gp on, 

^ Well,-. 
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Well^— whatdoft thou think of kt 
{aid my father, fpeaking to CorperaL 
TrtMy as he reached bis tobacco-box. 

I think, anfweped the Corporal, that the 
fevcn watch-men upon the tower, who, 1 

fuppofe, ait all centineb there, arc 

tinore, art* pleafe your Honour, than were 

tieceffary';— and, to go on at that rate, 

would harrafs a regiment all t6 jiieces, 

. which a commanding officer who lovci 

his men, will' never do, if he can help it f 

bec^ufetwocentinels, added the Corporal, 

are as good as twenty.— I have been x 

tonnmanding ofl&cermyfelf in ^t Corps 

Ae Garde i hundred times, continued STn^ 

tiling an inch higher in his figure, as he 

Ipoke, — and all the time 1 had the ho* 

HDur to ferve his Majdfly King tf^illmmy 

\n relieYirtg the moft confideiable pofts, 

1 wvcr left ttM»eth«i tko m tttf Hie..-* 

I $ Very 
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TTery. right, 9>/«i, quoth my \lnc\c' 1tiS% 
-—— but you do not confider, Tr/>w, that* 
the towtrs, in SolomotCs days, were not 
ilich things as our baftions, flanked and' 
defended by other works;— thi^, Trimi 
wa^ an invention fince Solomon's, death v 
nor had they horn-works, or ravelins be- 
fore the curtin, in his time;V-or fuch a 
fofse as we make with a cuvette in the 
middle of it, and with covered- ways and 
counterfcarps pallifadoed along it, to 
guard againfl: a Coup de niain : — So that 
the kvcn men upon the tower were a 
party, I dare fay, from the Corps de Garde j 
fet there, not only to look out, but ttf 
defend it.— ^They could be no more, an* 
pleafe your Honour, than a Corporal's 
Guard. — IVJy father. fmiled inwardly, — 
but not outwardly •,—-the fubjed between 
my uncle Toby and Corporal Trim being 
lather toaferious^ .conlidering what had 

hap- 
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happened, to^make a jeft of; — So putr,v 
tingjhis pipe, into his mouth, which he 
hadjuft lighted, — he contented himfelf. 
wi(;h ordering Trim to read om . He reacf 
on as follows:] 

- ** Ta have the fear of God before Qw 
*< eyes, and, in our mutual deahngs with 
*V each other, to govern our adlions by the 
•* eternal meafures of right and wrong: — 
'(' The Erft of thefcwill comprehend the 
*>. duties pf religion ; — the fecond, thofe 
^" of morality, which arc fo infeparably 
•' connefted together,, that you cannot 
'^^ divide thefe tyiQ tables^ even in imagi- 
*.* natiorf (tho' the attempt is often mac^^ 
in praftice) without breaking and ma- 
tually defttoying them bptlv . , ^. 

" I faid the sattempt is often nw^^t 

^nd fa it is ; — ^ there Ijeing i5o<;h|ng 

I 4 " more 
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" more common than to fed a mail whc^ 
•' has no fenfe at all of religion, and in- 
** deed has fo much honcfty as to pre-' 
•• tend to noiic, who would take it as thic? 
** bittcreft affront, fhould you but hitiratJ 
" a fufpicion of his moral charader,— ; 
"or imagine he wais not confcientiotffly 
•* jufl and fcrtitpuldus to the uttermoft 
^- mite, 

■ *« When there is fome appearance thit 
*'• ft is fo,— thb' ont is unwllliiig tvtn ttt 
** fu(i)e6t the ipp^arance of fo ^tmat^e i 
** virtue as moral honefly, yd wttt we 
^* to 166k into the grounds of it, in the 
*« prefeht cafe, I am ^^eifdadecl v^ fhofald 
** find little reafon ttt HM^ fuch a bi* 
•• the honour of his HKotive. 

"'^Let Kimf declaim as pottpbiiifly as 
*lie j!*^ ftfbj^j St ^iH 

*♦ be 
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^* be found to r6ft u^n no Imter, foun* 
** dation fhan either his intercflr, his pride; 
** .his eafe, or fome fuch little and change-^ 
•^ able paffion-as will give us but firtali 
**tfcpendanee upon his anions in.mattei-^ 
«.«. of. great ftrefs* 

** I will illuftrate this by ah ex*- 
•* amj)lc; 

*« I know thfe banker I deal with, * 
•* the phyfician I ufually call ih/* [Tha^ 
Is ho need^ tried Dr. ^6;^, (waking) to call 
isk any phyfieian in this cafe] *• to bp 
" neither o(. thehi nien of much re%ioft : 
.♦• I hear them. make ajeft qf it every 
"^^ day, and treat ail its fa:n6lions With fo 
** much fcorn; as to put the mauer |>aft 
•' doubt* Wdii^-^riotwithftanding thi», 
^. 1 pui my fortune into the hands of the 
;f * D^e ^^^and wiuit is dearer ^Btill to m«, 

r.. : -- ■ ** I 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i »36) 
** I truft my life to the homefl; (kill, of - 
•* tlie other. 

*• Now, let me examine whaf is.my- 
** reafon for this great coafidcnce.-^i — 
" Why^ in the firft place,.! believe there 
*' is no probability that either of them, 
^♦•wili employ the power I. put into thcif: 
*' hands to my difadvantagc i — I con* 
" fider that honefty ferves the purpofcj. 
** of tbisvlife : — I knQw their fuccefs in 
** the world depends upon the ^irnefs of 
** their charaAers. — —In a word, — I*m 
•** perfuaded that they cannot hurt me^ 
,*^ without hurting tbemfelves. more. 

*^ But put k otherwifei Jiamcly, that 
<* intereft lay, for once, oft the other fide ; 
**'that a cafe fliould happen^ wherein the 
^* one, without ftain to hi$ cepuution^ 
i< could. fecrete my fortune, and leaye 
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••• mc rfaked in the world j~or that ttie 
" other could fend me out of it, and «n- 
" joy ^^ eftate by my. death, without 
•^'diftionbui' to himfelf or his art : — In^ 
*^'thls cafe, what hold have I of either of 
** them ? — Religion, the ftrongeft of alf 
** motives, is out of the queftion : — In- 
" tereft, the next moft powerful motive 
*> in the worldi b ftrongly againft me : — 
*• What have I left to caft into the oppo- 
^ fite fcale to balance this temptation ?— 
"cAlas! I have nothing, — nothing but? 
^* what is lighter than a bubble— I muft 
" lay at the mercy of Honour, or fom^ 
*' fuch capricious principle.— Strait fecu« 
^* rity for two of my moft valuable blef- 
" fings ! — my pix>perty and my life. 

** As, therefore, we can have no de-^ 

" pfndence upon morality without reli- 

>• gion ^— fo, on the other hand, thca:e i* 

•• nothing 



Digitiz&d by VjOOQlC 



[ <38 1 

*• Adthiftg better to be €)iptStcd ffOtA 
** religion without morality j-*-fievefthc- 
*^ lefs, 'tis ho prodigy to fee a mart whoft* 
*•* real moral chiira<ftcr (lands very low, 
•* who yet erttefwins the higheft ootiofl 
** of himfelf, in the light of a religicrus^ 
*' man. 

" He fl»ll not (mly be covetous, re- 
^' vengeful^ imp^lacable,* -i— *- bat even 
<' wanciftg in points of common ho- 
'* neftyi yet, ina&iH^h as he talks alouti 
•* againft the itifideUty of the agt?,— — * 
** is ^eafou« for {bmt points of relt- 
•• gidft, — — *gbcs twice n day to church, 
•4 a--^attends tt^ fecra^mertts,*^— arid 
" am»fes hitofctf with A few ihftniroenta! 

" parts of religion, fliall cheat his 

•* cdiffciefice into « jud^mcht that, *f6r 
*^ diis, he is B t«HgioQS ttan, and ha& 
^^fdi^g^ truly his duty to 6od^ 

' " And 
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** , And yofi will find that fuch a man, 
** through force of this delufioh, gene- 
V rally looks down with fpiritual pride 
^' upon every other man who has lefs 
. *' affeftation of piety, — though, perhaps, 
*V ten times more moral honefty than 
•^ himfclf. 

- *•, This likemfs is a fire evil under the 

*' fun \ and, I believe the»e is no one mi- 

^' ftaken pinciple, which, for its tim^, 

^^ has wrought nk>re ferious mifcbieft.-^ 

^** For a general proof of this,--e«ainine 

^ the hiftory of the Romjb church '^* — 

[ WeU, what can you -make of that, cried 

Dr. Slop >] — ^ fee what fcenes of cnl- 

** elty, murders, rapines, blood-fhed," 

{They may thank their own obiEtinacy, 

-varied Dr. Slcp\ '« bave all beM fandti^ 

** by a religion not ftriftly govenied by 

.*^ morality* 

% !• In 
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^\ln howmany kingd9ms(>f the woi;ld^'* 

][Hcrc Trim kept waving his right^l|aa4 
i'roni the fcrmon to the extent of his pi^rm% 
j-eturning it backwards and forwards. tQ 
(he conclufion of die paragcaph.] . .. .-. 

" In how many kingdoms of tlie world 
'♦ has the crufading fword of this njifr 
^' guickd faint-errant fpared neither age^ 
" or merit* w fex, ot condition ?-T:siti4f 
**. as he fought upder t^e .banners of .^ 
■ *. religion which fet him loofcfromjti'* 
" ftice and humanity ♦ he (hewed, none j 
. *i mcrcilefsly trampled upon both,, --j--^ 
. *« heard neither tbe. cries ofthe unforciH 
*• nate, nor pisi^d their diftrefle?." . , . 

[l have been; 10. npiany.a b^tdej, ja^* 
pJs^feyow Uqnpyr^guothjrw^ %Wngj 
bMt wyp? in fQ.itwi^i^i^hoJy.a^o^fi las 
ithis.-— I would not have drawa a trickec 

m 
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irk it iagainft' thefe poor fouls, to 

have been made a general officer — 

Why? what do you underftand of the 
' afefir ? fatd Dh Shp^ looking towards 
"Jrzw with fbmethrng more contempt than 
the Corporal's honeft heart deferved, — 
What do you know, friend, about this 

feattle you talk of? -1 knovt, replied 

?r/;w, that I never refufed quarter in my 
itffi'to^ny man who cried out for it'; — 
'f)Ut to a woman or a child, continued 
^r;W, before I would level my mufket 
atthem, 1 would lofe my life a tht)u- 

iftnd tim^s. ^Here% a crown for 'thee, 

5^Tiw, to -'drink with O^^^/^^* to-night, 
quoth my uncle JTi^^y, and Til give O^i- 
Jiab another too. — God blefs your Ho- 
^idur, replied ^r/i», — Ihad rather fhefe 

poor women' ahd children had it.-^ ^^ 

Thou art an honeft* 'fdk>w, quoth my 
iincle Toiy* '^ ■■ ■ M y father nodded his 

head. 
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htad^ — —as much as to fay, ^aW*fe 

he is.—- r-. — J »* 

But prithee ?r/;3!P, fjMd.my fotl?er, inake 
an end, — fpr I iee chou b^ft but a kaf 
jor two left.] . ,* 

. *• 
Corporal STnw rc^d pn. 

" If the teftiinony of p^ftceflturies 
^' in this matter is not fi^fficien^^ 7-^ con* 
*^ fider at thi& ini^^nt^ hov t^ votaries 
V of t^at r^li^na^ every 4?y tbxnipng 
>^ ^9 dp f^yige ^^ hqxmu: to Q^cjj by 
. ^< ad^iQOS whicti ^re a 4iftippqvr,^d fcfiv 
*^dal tp tbenfi^v/M. 

^ To be coBvuiced of .tiuf, :gQ mth 

^^ me for a moment into die priibf^ ipf 

*' the inquifition/' [God iielp my^poov 

.brother rm.]^ «' fiehoM i2«(^&a« jvith 
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'•* ihbrcy and Jufiice chained down under 
♦* her feet, — there fitting ghaftly upon 
^ a black tribunal, propped up with racks 
** and inftruments of torment. Hark ! 
** — hark! whata piteous groan !" [Here 
^r/Vs face turned as pale as afhes.] 
♦* See the melancholy wretch who ut- . 
*' tered it,"— [Here the tears began to 
trickle down] " juft brought forth to un- 
'** dergo the anguifh qf a mock trial, and 

' ^* endure the utmoft pains that a lludied 
•' fyftem of cruelty has been able to iA- 

' ♦' vent." — [D— n them all, quoth 7r/>», 
his colour returning into his face as red 
as blood;]-^*' Behold this helplefs viftim 
*' delivered up to his tormentors, — his 
*' body fo wafted with forrow and conr- 

' ' «* finemeht.^'^— — [Oh ! 'tis my brbther, 

cried poor Trim in a moft pafilonate 

eicclamation, dropping the f^rmon upon 

: the gcQimd, and clapping his hand^ to- 

VoL^Il. ' K gether 
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gether-^ I ibar 'tis poor fcm. Mf^a^ 
tiler's and my uncle TV^'s hearts ye^trMd 
with fympaiby for (he poor fal}ow's ^i^- 
ftids^ — even Sl^p, hunfclf acknowledged 
pity for him. —Why* Trim^ faid my fa-r 
theTt this is not a hiftwy^ — *U3 a fermoa- 
thpu art reading ; — pri'thee begin the 
ientence again.] — ** Behold tfcis helplefs. 
** viaim delivered up to his tarm€;p)«rs» 
•*<•— ms body fo wafted with forrow and 
*• coniSnement, you will fee ^very nerve 
^* and muicle as it fufiers. 

^•Obferve the laft movement of that 
^ horrid engine !*' [I wouM rather face 

A cannon, quoth Trimt ftampiog] ^ 

^ Szz what convulfions it has thrown 
*• him into I — — Gopfider the nature -of 
^^ the pofture in which he now lios 
•* ftrctched, — what exquifitc fiortUMs he 
•* endures by it !*'-*;— [I hope ^tis not in 
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^0»gd.]^-^ M •Tis all nature Mn ^jfgrl 

*^ Good God !' fee how if keeps hjs weary 

** foul hangihgupon bis trembling lips!' 

fl would not read apotjier line of it, 

quoth Trim for ^)1 tjiis worlcj ;— J fcaE, 

an' plcafc yovr Hpnoufjs, all this is in 

Portugal^ . where my poor fcrpther fo^ is. 

I tellthee, 7r/Vw, again, quotji my £atheE> 

'tis pot ap hiftoric^l account,— 'tis a da* 

icriptipn.— *Tis only a 4ejrcri|>tion, hpneft 

xnan, quoth Slpp^ ^there's not ^ word of 

;truth in it.--^T^2jt's another ftorj, replied 

n)y %l?er. — jBj[oweyer, as 9lr/»i reads it 

:Vith jfo n\uch concern, — ^^jis cruelty to 

/orcp J>(m to go on wit^ it. — .Give n|\e 

Jhold of the fermon, 7>i»j— I'll finilh it 

jfor thee, and thou may ft go. I niuft ftay 

and Jiear it tcK), rcplied5V/>», if your Ho- 

jr^Qi^r w\ll allow me ; — tho* I would nqt 

Ije^ it jny^ ^or a C^jdoners ^ay. -^- 

Kz ' Poor 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



[U6 j 

T66r frim ! quoth my uncfe ^cly. Nftf 
father went on.] ... r; 

** — Confider the nature of the poftc^ 
** in which he how lies ftretched,— what 
*« exquifite torture he endures by itl-^ 
" *Tis all nature can bear !— Good God ! 
^* See how it keeps hrs weary foul hang- 
"** ing upon his tremblirig lips,— willing; 
" to take its leave, — — but not fuflfered 
*' to depart! — — Behpld the unhappy 
*• wretch led back to hiis cell !** [Then, 
thank God, however, quoth fTr/iw, they 
have not killed him]; — ^ See him dragged 
" out of it again to meet the flames, and 
•' the Tnfults in his laft agonies, which- 
*^ this principle,—— this principle, that 
•• there can be religion without mercy» 
" has prepared for him.*' * fThen,' thank 
^God,-7-he is dead, quoth JTnwr,'-^ ht Is 

out 
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^t)f:hfe pain, —r, and they jhaite done, 
their worft at him. — O Sirs! — •. — Hold, 
your peace, Trim^ faid my father, going 
9a with.the fcrmon, left JrrVwfliould.in- 
cenfe Dr. Shp^ — we fliall never have done, 
jlt,this rate.] 

> •* The furcft way to try the merit of 
** any difputed notion is, to trace dowji 
**-the confcquences fuch a notion h^ 
" produced, and compare them with the 
^* fpirit of Chriftianity 5 -r 'tis the fhort 
f ' and decifiye rule which our Saviour 
.^* hath left us, for thde and , fuch-like 
** cafes, and it i$ worth a thoufahd ar- 
." guments, — By thir fruits jifJbaUkncp 
♦* Jbem. 

•* I will add no further to the length 

•^'Of this fermOQ,. than^ by two or three 

K 3 ^^ I'&iOh 
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*| 'ftoit and iriyfcjpdndeni rules deiliJciBIe 
•* frbin ft. 

A i^rj^j Whenfev6r a man talks loudly 
•■ againtt religion, — always lufpeA that it 
'** is not his reafon, but his paffions which 
V have got the better of his Creed. A. 
" Wd life; and a good belief ire difagree- 
^* able and ttoublefome neigftbours, *an3 
*• wtere they feparate, depend upoh it, 'tis 
•* /or no other caufc but quietnefs lake, ' 

•* SiscofidJy^ When a man, tTius repreTen- 
•• ted, tells you in any particular inftance, 
•^ — J^k fbeh a thm^ goes dgdinft h\i 
^*^ ^^f^nfab^hfb,— klW^ys bdlieVelie means 
•* exaftly the fame thing, as when'he telli 
*' you fuch a thing goes againji his flx>- 
*• hiachV-^'a 'pfeTerit wafit of 'ajipi^tite 
^! l)eir%%^ficf^llythfe true caufebf both. 

"la 
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•* In a ivord, -^ truft that maa ih no- 
*^ things who has not a CoNSCiJiNcs in 
^ every thing. .. 

, «' And, in your own cafe* ren^mbar 
f^ this plain diftin£lkui, a miftake in 
V whi^h has ruined thoufands, — —that 
** .ywir confcience n not a law : — ^Noi 
^ God tfod leafon made the law, and 
!^ have traced conscience within you to 
** detcf mine/,— not like an ji/ktic Cadii 
^' acGolrding to th^ ebb£ and flows of j^ 
*' own p^fliQn%— but like 9 i3r//^ judge 
^< in this hnd of liberty and good itnif:^ 
** who makes .iioni5w iaw, but faithfully 
^* declaims that kw whkh .he knows al^ 
** .-ready written/' 

F I N I S. 
V ^ 4 THott 
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' ' THoif liSft read the ferlnKm^ cafcntelf 
mdU Trim f quoth my fathcr,-^I£ he had 
fpared his comments, replied Dr. Sit^l 
he would have read it much better. :1 
Ihould haVe read it ten: timei5 better,^ Sir^ 
^Ufwered Trirn^ but that mylicart wis fft 
fiilT.— That was thevery reafon, *r/jw} 
replied my father, which has made thee 
lead the fermon as well as thoQ baft donc^ 
andif the clergy of our <hurchrContiniied 
Iny father, ^ddreffing himfelf to Dr. Siofi 
W6uld take part in what they deliver, al 
deeply as this poor fe}i0W has done, — al 
their wn^Jiofitlons are fihe 5 (I doiy dt, 
-quoth Dr. ^%> I mainiiaiii k| llwt the 
eioquentc^frf'Ottrpalpfte, ^tth fech iub^ 
c6ls tcx^irifilMtate it,-— would bea model 
^for the whole. world *:—l^r alas! conti- 
nued fnyJfaitfeet^ tanit I d\*ti4t. Si with 
ibrrov^jilt aerHce Frexck polfticiaris i*?hl5 
'idli)e<aji^Srfwt-they' gain w the- &ltntin 
^.i ' they 
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d*^-tefe^ia:^. field —^•Tiwft apityi^ 
^oth my uncle, thai: this ifliQuld be lo& 
Ivjike tte fermon well, replied my fa^* 
dher, ■ 'tis dpamaric, ■■ ■■■ and there il 
fbmerhirtg in that way of writing, when 
fiiUtslly managed, which catches^the at^ 
t^tioh> MM -. ■ 'W e preach much in thait 
way with us, laid Dr.. Slap.^-^l know, that 
very welli .£ud my father,— but in a ton^ 
land manner which difgufted Dr. Slopi 
jkM asmucbM his aflenc, fimply, coidii 
iavepleafedium.-*-— Butinihis, ^dded 
Dr. Slop^ja^Xxix\t pk}ued,^r~fTtOUr rer^i>n9 
^lave-neatly thi; adyantagei that we ne* 
ver ii^uod^ce^^Mril charafter into ithem 
below ,^p^mt^ or a patijiarch's ^ifo, 
f«!Hft'fnarti^;<)r.<» faint.^— Ttott are Ibme 
:irery badchai»03era m.this, how^vcr^ faid 
iHiy father, and I dOi not think the iefiuon 
-m jot the worfc fi>r *em* ^— * But prajf» 
:<}VKXb ipy ^ncl^ TVi^t •-- wliQVican ^ 
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Bfef -^ HoW coakJ it get into my Stgt0* 
tAs? A man mirfk be as great a-t^njure^ 
^,S$ivimSi firid. my fitthar*. W refolvfc 
the feeoftd queftion : — The Ik-ft, I thiali^ 
is ilot io diSciilt)— for unlefs my jud|^ 
merit greatly deceives me, — I kapw tb^ 
author, for. 'tis* wrote, oertaiAly^ ^ tk^ 
paHbn of the ])arifh. 

The fimilitude of the ftife -ami .maiH> 
tier of It, tvith thofe. my &tfaer con- 
fftantly had heard preached in kis pa^ 
Tifli-church, was the grpond d£ Jlis con^- 
jtftunc, •— ^i- proving ^ it as Arongly, . as 
an argament afriori could prove foch 
a thin^ to a pbihrfbpJiic mind. That 
it w^s ¥orickh and no one's elfe : -~*^ 
it was proved to be So a pafimori^ 
the day aftfer, when Toridt fent a fer- 
vai^t to mywielc Tcbf% hdufc t» enquire 
afler It, 

it 
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It fecira that 2l7w*, who was inqui* 
fitive afcet all kinds of knowledge, had 
todritwed Sfroinks of my uncle Toky^ and 
had carelefly popped his fcrmon, as foon 
as he had made - it, into the middle of 
Strvinus ; and, by an adt of forgetfulnefs, 
to which he was ever fubjed, he had 
kxit Stevinus home, and his lermon to 
keep him company. 

Ill-fated fcrnloft ! Thoo waft loft, after 
this recovery of th^d, a fecond time, 
dropped thro' an unfu%eded fiiTure la 
thy matter's pockety down into a trea- 
cherous and a tattered linings — trod deep 
into the dirt by the left hind &x>t of his 
Roflnante, inhumanly ftepping upon thee 
as thou falledft; — buried ten days in the 
illire, — raifed upout of it by a beggar, 
fold for Ta halfpenny to a -parifh-clerk,— r 
transtfef red to his parfon, *-« loft for ever 

ta 
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to thy own, the remainder pf his daysjr;^ 
nor reftored to his reftlefe Make3 t^i. 
this very moment, that I tell the wQrlf}< 

the ftory. . . j ♦ .1 

Can the reader believe, that this fov* 
mon of Torick*s was ^ached at an affis;e^ 
in the cathedral of Tork^ before a thqu^ 
fand witnefles^ ready to give oath of it^ 
by a certain prebendary of that churc}^ 
and aftually printed by him when he had 
done,-—— and within fo ihort a fpacc as 
two years and three months after J1?nVit!s 
death. — Torickj indeed, was never better 
ferved in his life ! — — but it was a littk 
hard to male-treat him after, and plun- 
der him after he was laid in his grave. 

However, as the gentleman who did 

It, was in perfedt charity with 2>nV*,-r 

andj in confcious juftice, printed but a 

S Ibw 
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'ft^ €0|5ies t6 give away 5--^and that, ' I aim 
tdld he cotjH moreover have made ' as 
%bod a jone himfelf, had he thought fit, 
—I declare I would not have publifhed 
this anecdote to the world ; --^ nor do I 
ptibUfh it with an intent to hUrt his cha- 
Aftcr and advancement in the church 5 — 
I leave that to others ;—• but I find my- 
«felf impelled by two reafons, which 1 
?tfannot withftand. ■ 

The fird is, That, in doing juftieCj I 
may givfe reft to Tcrick's ghoft ;— which, 
as the country people, — ^and Ibine others, 
believe,— ^—^7?/// w^ttj. 

TheTccond reafon is, That, by laying 

open this ftory to the world, I gain an 

'opporturiity of iriforniing' it, -^ That in 

*cl^ ' the charaacr of parfdrt :rmck, and 

'this {^p\t of his fcrftions W Hked^^ 
; i: ,• there 
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Stband^ family, as many as y^ill nfk?i^* 
.» h^ndibflie yol»cne, af thp wpf Id's fer*- 
vice, -tt: — rr anjj piijch gqod inay they, 
ido it. 



CHAP. xyiiL 

OBADI AH gained thetwo crowns 
without difpute ; for he came in 
jingiing^ with all the inftniments in the 
green bays bag wc fpoke of, flung acrofe 
his body, juft as Corporal Trim went CAIC 
of the room* 

It is hour proper, 1 thiiik, quoth Df. 
Slop (clearing up his looks) as we Jre in 
a condition to be of fbme ieiyice to 
Mrs. Shandy 'i to ifend up ftairs to know 
hfm Xhe gpq» m* 

I 
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i ba¥e ordered, anfwcred my father, 
the old tmdmic to coo^e down to us 
updn the' leafift difficftiiiyi — -r-fiw you 
i^ruft know, JDr* SUp^ continue my f^^ 
ther, iKTith a perplexed kind of a fmiid 
upon his countenance, that by expreia 
treaty, fokmoly ratified between me an4 
iny wife, you are no more than an auxi- 
•liary in diis affair,-^— and not fo mud^ 
.;^di^,— r-T- unle^ the le^n old mother 
•of ^ midwife aboire ftairs cannot do 
without you*-?- — r — Women have their 
|>arricular fancies, and in points of this 
inature, continued my father, where they 
ibear the whde burden, and fui£er fi> 
much ^cute pain £^r the advantage of 
our families, and the good of the fpe- 
cies,--*- they claim a right of deciding, 
>m SfiveraineSf in whofe hand^, and in 
wi>a£ falhkHi, they chule to iindergo 

5 The 
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, -Yh^y-are in the right of 'ft^ i-^i^ 
niy uncTe Yoiy. But, SJi^* WplicJl' TO. 
Sivp, not tkkihg notice of tfiy^rtblc*5^$ 
opinion, but turning to niy^athci^i-^thBy 
hid better govcra in othir ^eftiti i^-r^md 
a fatherof a family, who *fflb«dtt^^^« 
petuity, in my opiniorti hftd bett«^dk- 
change this prero^tive i^itK them,- tAd 
give up fomc other rights in liiU«#^Mfci^ 
I loiow not, quoth my father, anfwering 
a little too teftily, to be quite difpa/Eon*^ 
;^te in what he faid,— I know not, quoth 
he, what we have kft to giipe up, in lieu 
pf iwho flia)l bring our .children info Vie 
world^r^unlefs that,<»— o£ who ihalt b^jet 
them. -T'^-^-'^ One WjQ«ild aknofl: give^«p 
any thing, replied Dr. Slop. — -^-^1 >hftg 
your pardon, — anfwered my unde Toiy. 
— ..--Sir,, replied DT.Slepy,k wouM iafto- 
*nifli you, to- know .what Itt^ravcawats 
we have made of late y^rs in all branches 

^:: -. •. of 
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i^^pbftctrical knowledge^ but particu- 
larly in that one fingle point of the fafe 
.f, &&d expeditious extradipn of the fc^tus^ 
,H«p^which ha« received fuch lights, thiat, 
vfer W part (holding up his hands) I 
,^ipclare I wpnder how the . world has— 
V J.'Wifti, quoth my uncle TCoby^ you had 
bifaen what prodigious armies we had ia 



CHAR XIX^ 

IHavc dropped the curtain; ovet this 
fccne for a minute, — to remind you 
of one thingv-^and to inform you or 
another. 

What I have to infonn you, comes, I 
own, a little out of its due courfe j — ^fbr 
it ihould.have been, told sl hundred and 

Vot..IL L ' fifty 
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filty pages ago, but that I fdrefaw tlieA 
^twould come in pat hereafter, artd be 6£ 
more advantage here than elfewhere.-^ 
Writers had need look before them ^ 
keep up the Ipirit and conne&ion of whlaj: 
they have in hand 

When thefe two diings are done,-*thi 
curtain fliall be drawn up again, and mf 
«ncle Toiy, my father, and Dr. Slop fhall 
go on with their difcourfe, without any 
more interruption, 

Fft*ft, then, the matter which i ha^je 
to Temind you of, is this; — that frona 
the fpecimens of fingularity in my father*s^ 
notions in the point of Chriftian-namcs, 
and that other point previous thereto, — 
you was led, I think, into an opinioDy 
fand I am fure I faid as much) that my 
father was a gentleman altogether as odd 

and 
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dnd "Whim'fical in fifty other opinioriis. iii 
rrudi, there' -^as not a ftage in the life of 
man, from the Very Brft aft of his bc- 
gitting,-^— down to the leafn and flippered 
3>a*italooft iii his fecond xhildifhnefs, but 
4ie liad fome favourite notion to hitniclft 
Iprmging but of it, as Ic^ptical^ and as 
far out of the high -way erf thinking, as 
thefe two which have been explained. 

" *— ^Mr. ^handyj my fathc^j Sir, would 
fee nothing in the light in which others ' 
placed it j-^he placed things in his own 
light 5 — he would weigh nothing in com- 
mon fcales 5^^— -na,— he was too refined a 
yefearcher to lie open to fo grofs an im^ 
pofition. — To come at the exafl: weight 
of things in the ftientific ftcd-yard^ thb 
fulcrum, he would fay, Ihouid be almoft 
jnvifible, to avoid all fridion from po- 
pular tenets ^--without this. the mmutiar 
La of 
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.of phijofopfhy, which ftould ^Iw^y^ .t^jn 
theb^lwce, will havcjr¥? .;yrdght zt,,^. 
KnowIedgCj^Jike luawr, h? iRfpylcJa^^, 
was divifible in infinitum ; — that the grains 
,and fcrupks were as mucfe,^ part ^f ft, as 
the gravitation of the whq|e:warld.nrrJp 
^ wpjfd, he would fay^.errpr.w^a.crfo^itr- 
no mftttcr where it felli-r^fecther^ ift-ia 
fraftionj-r-or a pound* — ^^t^wap aliki^ fat^ 
to truths and Ihe was kept;down at. the 
bottom: of her well as inevitably hy*^ 
miftake in the duft of a butterfly'^, wiog* 
— as in the dilkof the fiin, tl*e mponi,.aiyi 
all the ftar^. of heaven p^t together. ,- 

He would pften lamcjpt^hfttjt, was^fqr 
want of confidering this prpperly, and of 
applying if IJcilfuUy to : civil matters,, ;ui 
well as to fpeculative truths, that fa nuny 
things Jn tbisworld wiere.QUt ofjoiat; — 
th^t. the political arch wasigivingrway i-rr- 
: : and 
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'iHfltlfat thevery foundations oif our et* 
' Icyfeht conftkution in church and ftate, 
^ i^iere fb Tapped as eftimators had reported. 

-*^ .You cry our; he would fay, we are a 
^lliined, undone people. — Why ? he would 
raiky makirtg ufe of the forites or fyllogifra 
^cf Zeno and Cbryjjppus^ without knowing 
i4€^bek)nged t6 them. — Why ? why are we 
:;a4^u»ied people ?— Bccaufe we are corrup- 
*:teti— ^Whence is it, dear 5ir, that we are 
cjt^orrupted ?-^Becaufc we are needy; — ^our 
^fiovertyv arid not our wiUsi confent-^-i* 
And wherefore,' he would add, — are wt 
needy i — From the negleft, he would an- 
^fwer, of our pence and our halfpence; — 
'Our bank notes. Sir, our guineas, — nay 
H9ur Ihillings, take care of themi^lves* 

*Tis the fame, he would fay, through- 

-tnit the whole circle of the fcicnccs ;--^^ 

L 3 the 
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tHe great, tfi'e eftabliflted points 6ft!temi 
aic not to be broke in updn..— The lafwV;' 
©f nature will defend^ themfelves 5 — but* 
error — (he would add, looking earneftly 
at my mother) — error, Sij?, dreeps in thro** 
the minute holes, and fmall crevices, whidi 
human nature leaves unguarded. 

Thiis turn of thinking in my father^ fe 
what I had to remind yourbf :^^ — The poihit 
you are to be informed of, and which i 
have referved for rhis place, is as f<rflow&: 

Amongft the many and excellent i?ea- 
fons,* with which my fafhei? had urgeA 
my mother to accept of Dr. 5/^'s af-« 
fiftance preferably to that of the old wo- 
man,-— tfeeiae was one of a very fingulat 
nature^ which,' when he had done ar- 
guing the matter with ber a^ a Chriftian» 
ififii carte to argue it over again with her 

as 
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as aphilofopher,. he had put fas: whole* 
ftirejpgth to, depending indeed upon it as> 
bia flieec anchor.— r — It failed him ;; tho* 
from no defedb ia the argument itfelf;. 
but that, do what he could, he was not 
able for his foul to make her comprehend: 
the drift of it* — Curfed luck !— faid he. 
to himfelf, one afternoon, as he walked, 
©ut of the r^jona, after, be had been, fta- 
ting it for aa hour and a. half to. ber, to^ 
no manner of purpofe ; — curfed luck !' 
laid he,, bicing his lip as he fbi^t. the door, . 
-^fbr a man to be maflter of one of the 

finefl: chains of realbning in natur^^ 

and have a wife at the fame* time with 
fuch a head-piece, that he cani;iot hang; . 
up a (ingle inference within fide of it,, ta 
lave bis. foul from de{iaa;i£tiQA.. 

This aigument, tho* it was intiFely Ibft: 

upon my wother-f---had more weight wii;b», 

L 4 : him,. 
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faim« than all his other arguments jetne^ 
together :-^I will therefore! ^tideavoof Sib 
do it juftice,— and fetit forthwith iiS^the 
perfpicuity I am mafler ofv^ - • : h: ' 

My father fct out upon the fltengthanf 
thefe two following axioBXs: 

F/>;^,That an ounce of a man's own wit, 
was worth a tun of other peoples ; and, 

Secoffdfyf (Which, by the bye, was the 
ground- wolic of the firft ajciom,— tho' it 
comes laft) That every man's wit muff 
come from every man's own ibul,^ — and 
Xio^other body's* 

Now, as it was plain to my father, that 
idl ibdk were by nature equal,-^and that 
the great difference between «. the mo& 
Acute and the moft tybtufe uoderftandingi 
V was 
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fe*H^?*warfixmj jio original tbarpncfs* of 
lUuntnds of onethiitkingfubftancc above 
^IMow an<jtrher,>— 43wt apofe merely from 
the hicky orirtihK;fcyt>rgajwiatk)n of the 
body^ in that part where the foul princi- 

piHy t<3ok irp her refidencei' -he had 

made it the fubjeft- of his iiiquiry to find 
out the identical place. 

Nqw, ftom the bcft accounts: he had 
been able to get of this matter, hie was 
ikti$fied itxbuW pot be wliere Jp^ Carfes 
iad fixed k, tipon the top of the pmai 
g|land of therbrain ^ \Vhich^ as he phiio-' 
Ibphifedi formed a Guftiion*for ber about 
the fizc of a marrow pea ; thb* :tD ipcak 
the truth, as fo many nerves did terminate 
yd\' in that ^one place,-— 'twas -no bad <Dn- 
jtSbxtt ;— and my father had- cfartirily 
fsdlen with tb^ great philoibplrsr plumb 
4nto the ce&tsr of the miftakci' had It not 

been 
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bcea for my uncfe Takfy, w6o i^^co&l 
hioi out of iti by si ftory be toldtbian oil 
a JValkon offices at th& battle of Landing 
>vho had one part of hi$> bi^ain fbot^ awa.]^ 
by a mu(ket-ball,: — and aootber part q£, 
it taken out after by Br French fiirgeonw- 
and, after all> reco^resed^ and. did his dut^ 
very well without it. 

If death, fard my father, reafoning^wttb 
bimfeliv is. nothing but the fcparation of- 
the foul from the body ;— and if it is true 
that people c%n walk about and. do theic 
bufinefs without brains, — then certes the: 
foul does not inliabit there.. Q^E. D*. 

As for that certain^ very thin, fubtle^ 
and very fragrant juice which C^jg://^/^4^»M* 
Borrij the gpeat.Aff/^w^z^ phyfician, af- 
firms, in a letter to BartbolineyXo havedif- 
covered in the cellula^of the occipital pacts. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ef the eerebeHiam; and which be ii&ewSS 
affirms to be the principal feat of the rea* 
&fial>k ibul (for^ yon mufl: knaw^ in thde 
IdCter' aiid mone enlightened agesy .these 
^ae two fouls in eirery man liring,— -the* 
€mcy according tothcgrtSitMetheglingiuSf. 
being called the uhimus^ the other the 
.^iWtfji—asfiDr this, opinion^. I fay, of 
£orriy — my fethcr could never fubferibe 
to it by any means 5 the Tcry idea of fo; 
noble, fo refined, fo immaterial, and fo ex.- 
aked a beingas the y^nimay or even thcjhi^ 
musy taking up her refidencc,, and fitting^ 
dabbling, likeatad-pole,.all day long, bothi 
fommer and winter, in apuddlcj — or in st 
Equidof any kirid^how thick orthin fbever,. 
he would fay, fliocked his imagination ; hc^ 
would fcarce give the dodrine a hearing.. 

What, therefore, lecmcd the Icafl: liable 
(6 bfcgedioas of any, was^ that the chief 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



:[iiro?] 

Mfoftam; ot hcad-quartiA ht tfcfc *Ka, 
end to Whicrh place aJl ifttcW^ritesr \W?c 
referrea, ind from wheutd'^all' her '^. 
dates were iffiied, — was in, or near, the 
cerebellum,— «• rather fcnie-where a1x>ut 
the medulia oblongata^ wkereiiS it i^as^^- 
nerally agreed by Dutch ariatotaifts, ^t 
all the minute nerves frorn all the oi^g^s 
of the jfevcn fenfes concentbied; fike^rd&is 
and winding ^leys, into a fqiiiare. ' '^ 

: So far there was notfa^ frngular in 
my.£sither!&<^nnion^ — he had the beft df 
philofopbers, of all agiea and climates^ ijo 
go along widi him.~But heie hetook^ 
.road of his oissn, letting up another Skafh 
dean hypothecs upon theie^tsdmer-^ftoiies 
they had laid for him ;*^and< which faid 
iiypotbcfis equally ftood its ground y whe- 
dier the fobtilty and finenefe of the tfeol 
depended upon tbetempenKureand dear*" 
»: ^ ricfs 
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^ft)^x>f; % ^d liquor, or of^vtlip fjn«r 
.^if^r'wvk.^f^j.txtmt in tjie c^rebelluip 
, jirifjf i w%h.9pinipn he favqured^ ^ , 



^A^ 



^^^^^i^c^m^pt^^xi^j that ne?:t to the due 

5|jr^ to h9^^jcen in thejift of propaga- 

^jt^on of €f^^. individual, which required 

2^.the thought in the woxId» aa it laid 

.the iimiida^ioa of this incorpprehenfible 

contexture^ ih which wit, m^n^ory, fancy^ 

eloquence, and what is ufually meant by 

ttbe. name of. good natural parts, do con- 

' fift; — that next to this and his Chriftian- 

^mine, which were the two original and 

xmo& efficitdous cau&s of aU;-^that the 

4hird caufe^/of rather what logicians call 

:dae Caufitjme pd nMy and without wbidi 

^11 that was done was of no manner of 

figmficance,— was the prcfervatioaof this 

delicate and fine-fpun web» from the ha- 

vock which was generally niade in* it fay 

. ' 3 the 
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^ violent t:bmj>raffion mA Cfufli^iA^ 
^e head was made to XWideiigOj hy tH^ 
monfehfical method erf brih'gllig «s 'itmi 
the world by that part fofemoft; 

'*— -^This req^iires' explaiiat«>m ^ ^ 

IViy father, who dipped into alMdndk 
t)f fiooks, upon looking into JJ^opk^ 
^mnefis dePar^u difficUi % publiftied i)f 

' ^ JdrS^ 



• The aiathor is l^ttt twice miftaken ;— fifr' 
i^ithqpadus&iOXiSA be wrote tlius, Lithofadii Sm9>- 
-menjts lean. ^Tfae feeond-miftake is^ that this Li'- ^ 
4be^dtdus is ndt ;«n «utkoF, but a drawing of. n 
;petri%d child. tTke account of this, publiihed 
by Alb^usj 1580, may be feen at the end o'f 
Cordaus*s works in Spachtus^ Mt.Triflram Sbandf 
lias been led into this error, either from feeing 
Lith€f^us^% name df kte in, n catalogue of lear^ 
vied writers in !>.——> or by miftaking Lh 
4h(if<edus for Trinecavellius^^^^ikom the too great 
limilitttde of the namee* 
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JUrmnusSmthg&t^ 'had found out, That 
the fax and pliable ftate f>f a chiltf* 
head In parturittcp, tJie bones -of i\yt 
t!raBium %a?ving noifutvres at that timci 
was fiKihi'^-that byibfceTjf the woman'* 
HgfForts, which, m ftrong labour-pains* 
was eqtial, Tjpon an average, to a weight 
<)f 47opoun:ds*averdupoffe aQ:ing per^ 
pendictflarly tipoa it •, — 'it To ha . pgned 
that, in i^^iDftancesoiltof 50, thcTaid 
litad was comprcl!ed and moulded into 
the fhape oF an oblong xonicsfl piece of 
'fidugh, fuch as a paftry-cook generallf 
rolls up in order to make a pye of**— — * 
•Good God'1 cried tny fa^er, what hi^ 
vock and deftruftion muft thre make in 
die infinitely fine and tender texture of 
the cerebdltun !-^Or if there' is fuch a* 
juice ^ Borri pretends j — is it nof enough* 
to make the cleareft Kquor in the world 
both, feculent «nd mothcry ? * 

But 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



[ 174 ] 

Bvit hovfr great was his aj^efaenflom 

iiAen he further underftood, that tbh 

force, ading upon the very vertex of 

the head^ not only injured the brain it&lf 

or cerebrum, but that it neceflarifjr 

fqueezed and propelled the cerebrum to- 
wards the cerebellum^ which was the im- 
mediate feat of the undcrftanding.— ^ 
Arfgds and Miniflers of grace defend us t 
cried my father, — can any foul withftand 
this (hock ? — No wonder the intellcftual 
web is fo rent and tattered as we fee it ^ 
and that fo many of our bed heads are no 
better than a puzzkd flcein of fllk, — all 
perplexity, — all confufion wkhin fide. 

But when my father read on, and waa 
let into the fecrct,. that when a child was 
turned topfy-turvy, which was eafy for 
an operator to do» and was. extrafbed by 
the feet j — that inftcad of the cerebrum 

being 
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l^efiig propelled towards: the tercbiHOm, 
tfie cerebellum^ on the contrary, was prer^ 
pelfed limply fowards the cerebrum where 
ic could do no manner of hurt:-^ — By 
^^eavens !» cried He, the world -is in a con- 
fpiracy to drive out what little wit God 
-has ^ven u5,*^and the profeflbrs of thfc 
i^bftetric art are. lifted into the fame con- 
^Ipiraiqr;— What is it to me which end CRp 
'nly fon comfe^-foremoftihto the world, 
'provided all "jgoes right after, ahd his ce^ 
f ebellum eftra^s* uncrulhed ? 

it is the nature of an hypothefis, when 
'once a man has -conceived it, that it afli- 
;milates every thing to itfelf as> proper 
nouriffiment; >nd, from the firft moment 
of your begetting it, it generally grows 
^hc'ftronger by every thing you fee, hear, 
•r^ad, or toderfland. This is ©f- great 
M}&. - - /• : 

^VoioIL M When 
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When my father was gone with this 
about a month, there was fcarce a ph£^ 
nomen of ftupidity or. of genius, which 
he could not readily folve by it ; — ^it ac- 
counted for theeldeft fon being the great- 
eft blockhead in the family. — Poor devil, 
he would fay, — he made way for the capa- 
city of his younger brothers. — It unriddled 
the obfervation of drivellers and monftrous 
heads,— fliewing, a priori j it could not be 
pthcrwife, — unlefs ^ie * * * I don*t know 
what. It wonderfully explained and ac- 
counted for the acumen oi tht yijiatic ge- 
nius, and that iprightlier turn, and a 
. more penetrating intuition <rf* minds, in 
warn^er climates ; not from the loofe and 
common-place folution of a dearer Iky, 
and a more perpetual fun-lhine, fc?r. — 
which, for aught he knew, might as well 
ratify and dilute the faculties of the foul 
into nothing, by one extreme,— as they 

are 
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are condenfed in colder climates by the 
other J — but he traced theafFair up to its 
fpring-head ; — (hewed that, in warmer 
climates, nature had laid a lighter tax 
upon the faireft parts of the creation ; — 
their pkafures more ; — the neceflity of 
their paitis lefs, infoipuch that the pref- 
fure and refiftance upon the vertex was 
fo flight, that the whole organization of 
the cerebellum was preferved -j-^nay, he 
did not believe, in natural births, that fo 
much as a fingle thread of the net-work 
was broke or difplaced, — fo that the foul 
might juft a6t as flie liked. 

When my father had got fo'far,— 
what a blaze of light did the accounts of 
the C^farean feftion, and of the towering 
geniufes who had come fafe into the 
world by it, cafl: upon this hypothefis ? 
Here you fee, he would fay, there was no 
injury done to the fcnfotium j-^-rto pref- 
M 2 furc 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



f«fc of the head againft the pelvis ;t— na 
propulfion of the cerebium towards* the 
cerebellum, either by the os pubis on this 

fide, or the os coxcygis <m that ; and,. 

pray, what were the happy confcquences ? 
Why, Sir^ your Julius Cuefar^ who gave 
the operation a name ; — and your Her- 
mes' Trifmegifius^ who was bom fo before 
ever the operation had a. name;.— your 
Scipio Jfricanus ; your Marilius tor qualm -y. 
our Edward the Sixth, — who,had he livedo 
would have done the fame honour to the 
hypothefis : — Thefe, and many more,wha 
figured high in the annals of fame, — alL 
came fide-way^ Sir, into the world. 

-: Thisirurifion oi xktt abdoni€n^2XidL ute-^ 
rus^ ran for fix weeks together in my fa- 
ther's head •, — he had read, and was fatis- 
fied, that wounds in the ^pigaftrium^ and 
^hofe in the mafrix, ,were not mortal ; — 
fo that the. belly of the mocher; might be 

opened 
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opened extremely well to give a paf&gef 
to the child. — He mentioned the thing 
one afternoon to my mother^ — ^merely as 
a matter of fa6t ; — but feeing her turn as, 
pale as aflics at the very mention of it, 
as. much as the operation flattered his 
hopes, — he thought it as well to fay n€>i 
more of it, — contenting himfelf with ad- 
miring, — what, he thought was to no pur-s 
pofe to propofe. 

This was my father Mr. Shandf^ hypo- 
thefis; concerning which I have only to 
add, that my brother BoMy did as greaD 
honour to it (whatever he did to the fa- 
mily) as any one of the great heroes we 
fpoke of: — For happening not only to be 
chriftened, as I. told you, but to be bora 

tpo, when my father was at Epfom^ 

being moreover my mother's firji child^ 
—coming into the world with* his head 
faremoji^ — and turning out afterwards a 

lad 
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lad of wonderful flow parts,-— my father 
Ipelt all thefe together into his opinion ; 
and as he had failed at one end, — he was 
determined to try the other. 

This was not to be expedled from one 
of the fifterhood, who are not eafily to be 
put out of their way, — and was therefore 
one of my father's great reafons in favour 
of a man of fcience, whom he could bet-* 
ter deal. with. 

-Of all men in the world, Dr. Slop was 
the fitteft for my father's purpofe ;— for 
though his new -invented forceps was 
the armour he had proved, and what he 
maintained, to be the fafeft inftrument of 
deliverance, — yet, it feems, he had feat- 
tcred a word or two in his book, in fa- 
vour of the very thing which rati in my 
father's fancy ;— ^tho' not with a view to 
the foul's good in extratfting by tbe« feet, 
5 as 
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US was my father's fyftem,— but for tca- 
Ibns merely obfte.trical. 

This will account for the coalition be- 
twixt my father and Dr. Slop^ in the en- 
fuing difcourfe, which went a little hard 
jigainft my uncle STi^^.— -In what manner 
a plain man, with nothing but common 
fenfe, could bear up againft two fuch 
allies in fcience, — ^is hard to conceive. — '* 
You may conjedurc upon it, if you pleafc, 
— and whilft your imagination is in mo- 
tion, you may encourage it to go on, and 
difcover . by what caufes and efFefts in 
nature it could come to pafs, that my 
uncle 21^^ got his modefty by the wound 
he received upon his groin. — You may 
raife a fyftem to account for the lofs of 
my nofe by marriage articles,— and fhew 
the world how it could happen, that I 
Ihould have the misfortune to be called 
Tristram, in oppofition to my father's 

hy- 
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kj^thefis, and the wifli of the whoM 
family, God-fathers and God-mother* 
not excepted. — Thefe, with fifty other 
points left yet unraveled, you may en- 
deavour to folve if you have time ; — but 
I tell you before-hand it will be in vain, 
— for not the fage udlquifcj the. magician 
in Don Belianis of Greece^ nor the no lefs 
famous Urganda^ the forcerefs his wife, 
(were they alive) could pretend to come 
within a league of the truth. 

The reader will be content to wait for 
a full explanation of thefe matters till the 
next year, — when a feries of things will 
be laid open which he little expefts. 



£ N D of the Second Yolvme* 
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